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TOWERLANDSISDEAD,
LONG LIVE DETLING

The organisers of the Towerlands Open have
confirmed that the event will not take place in the
foreseeable future due to spiralling costs. Towerlands
has been the traditional ‘season opener’ for over a
quarter of a Century so it is sad to see its demise.
However life goes on and we have found an
aternative indoor venue in the Stanley Cornwallis
building a the Kent County Showground in Detling
(pictured above).
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MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARIES:
THE KENT INDOOR CLASSIC
Atthe KENT COUNTY SHOWGROUND,
DETLING

12" FEBRUARY 2006

Because of space limitation the event will be on afirst
come, first served basis so you'll need to book in
advance. Watch out for the fliers or visit the Kent
Pétanque Association web pages regularly
www.kentpetangue.org

HOME NATIONS and LADIES EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP REPORTS - Page 4
KENT v NORD MARITIME —Page 6




LOVEISIN &°z#
THE AIR

A second ‘pétanque’ wedding in July saw Mark
Thorne (GRFC) wed bride Sue on 30th July. |
understand a good time was had by all who attended
the evening reception.

Despite promising to come and support his team
mates in their National League match on 31st July
Mark never turned up — | wonder why?

[

The Regional Squad have packed their buckets and
spades in readiness for the annual excursion to Brean
Sands to take part in the Inter-Regiona
Championships.

In our previous guise as the South East Region we
have dominated this event having won it for the last
three years. Indeed our record at Brean is second to
none with 6 championship titles and two second
places in the 8 years the event has been held there. In
the same period we have also taken 6 junior titles and
won the Challenge Shield twice in the three years that
this particular championship has been held.

Let's hope we have as much success as the Kent
Pétanque Association. We'll certainly look the part
in our splendid new kit.

WEe'll bring you a full report on how our teams fare in
the next edition of the Gazette.

Sun 4th — Courage Cup Triples @ Seal
Sun 11th — 1st Call 4 Doubles @ Old Sheaf
*

Sun 18th — Dolores Rodriguez Memorial Doubles
@ Crowborough
21-25th — World Championships in Belgiun*

Key:
Local Open Competitions
International Events  * Entry via Qualification Only

COS TAN
SQUAD FOR BREAN

Thisyear's ‘Combined’ squad a Brean Sands will be
more cosmopolitan than ever. Normally it is made up
of teams from the three regions that finished first,
second and third in division 1 the previous year.
However, because third placed Eastern Region could
only field one team the fourth placed Region,
Chiltern, have agreed to send a team in their stead.
Consequently the make-up of the combined squad will
be: Kent - 4 teams, East Midlands - 2 teams, Eastern -
1 team and Chiltern - 1 team with the junior team and
Managers also coming from Kent.

LAST TRIPLES

For those that prefer to play their boule in the more
traditional triples format the Courage Cup at Seal on
4™ September will be their last opportunity to do so
in an open event this year. After that the remaining 11
competitions in the regiona caendar are al doubles
events.

APPLICATIONS FOR
ASSISTANCE

The Kent Management Committee approved two
applications for assistance at their meeting on 28"
July. The first was from two Kent members who
served Great Britain as team managers at the recent
North Sea Tournament in Cardiff. Each was awarded
£62 to cover their own contribution to the
accommodation costs.

The second was to the Plough & Chequers as they
represented Great Britain and Kent on their recent trip
to Luxembourg in the European Cup. They were
awarded £100 as a contribution to their travel and
accommodation costs.

VIVE LA
FRANCE

France continued their World domination of the sport
in 2005. Following on from their double gold medals
a the World Games and Junior World Championships
(as reported last month) they won 3 of the 4 Gold
medals up for grabs at the Mediterranean Games
before taking another double gold a the Ladies
European Championships.



Bad weather conditions may

have affected the turn out for

Plough & Chequers Wine

Triples as just 13 teams

entered the event on 24th July.

Of course the cause wasn't
helped with six P&C players competing in the
European Club Cup in Luxembourg and a further 2
members in Canada at the Junior Worlds at the time
but a large contingent from London did help boost the
attendance. This is an excellent concept for a
competition with a bottle of wine awarded to each
player for every game won and even the guarantee of
a bottle of wine for those that fail to win a game, so
no one leaves empty handed.

Match Summary

Competition : Wine Triples

Venue : Plough & Chequers

Date : Sunday 24th July 2005
Winners : Plough & Chequers/Croydon

(B.Bove/D.Hill/A.N.Other)
: Plough & Chequers
(M.Hourcastagnou/D.Turner/G.Turner)
No.of Teams :13

CROWBOROUGH
TOWN TROPHY

Report by Pete Chappell
Crowborough Pétanque Club’s Town Trophy was
held on a dull but dry day and seventeen teams took
part. In the early rounds only two teams won all their
matches and it was interesting to see them meet in the
final. Similarly only two teams failed to win a game.
In the main competition two local teams, The Tavern
Tigers (Chris and Hilary Faithful) from Whitehill
Tavern and the Rams (Rob Hope and Jeff Mitchell)
from the Half M oon met in the final. The Rams went
on to take the trophy 13 to 2. It should be noted that
the score did not truly represented the quality of play
which was very high by both sides. In the Plate Pam
and Neville Plummer from the Harriers met Robert
and Della Windsor from Crowborough PC. In a
very evenly matched game until the last end when the
Harriers clinched matters 13 to 9. The Mayor of
Crowborough attended and presented the prizes. All
the proceeds for the day went to his charity appeal.

RunnersUp

Match Summary

Competition : Town Trophy

Venue : Crowborough

Date : Sunday 31st July 2005
Winners : Half Moon (R.Hope/J.Mitchell)

RunnersUp : Whitehill Tavern (C & H Faithful)
No. of Teams :17

Results from Mick Nash

A turn out of 22 teams included severa home grown
teams as well as visitors from Eastern Counties,
London and Southern Counties regions competed for
a prize fund of £200 at the Hartley Open Doubles.
However it was home grown talent that eventualy
took the honours as brothers Scott and Dean Ashby
of Tovil beat Daniel and Mark from Croydon 13-9 in
the final, having earlier eliminated GB Internationals
Lee and Ashley Jamieson in the quarters and their
mum and step dad (Fay and Steve Golder) in the
semi-finals. Michel Hourcastagnou and Martin
Baker were the other losing semi-finalists. The plate
final was aso afamily affair with father and son team
George and Philip Jarrett (Plough & Chequers)
beating Anne & Colin Senneck (Hartley) 13-7.

Match Summary

Competition : Open Doubles

Venue : Hartley Country Club
Date : Sunday 7th August 2005
Winners : Tovil (S& D Ashby)

RunnersUp : Croydon (D.Hill/M.Barlow)
No. of Teams :22

SPORTSSHIELD
DOUBLES

Report by Pete Chappell
Crowborough Pétanque Club held their Sports
Shield competition on Sunday 14th August. Twenty
teams from Kent and Sussex took part. In the early
rounds the Handcross team of Nigel Sibbering and
Tony Watson were the only team to win al of their
games. In the main competition a Crowborough team
Martin Gordon and Dorothy Bickford made good
progress to the fina where they met the Handcross
team. After a good start they seemed to fade dueto
some good shooting and pointing from the Handcross
team, but after a short rally they were defeated by
Handcross who took the trophy 13-10. In the plate
Ray Ager and Bob White from Brighton met Mark
Barlow and Daniel Hill from Croydon. There was
some fine play from both sides but mainly due to
Daniel®excellent shooting Croydon won 13-7.

Match Summary

Competition : Sports Shield Doubles

Venue : Crowborough

Date : Sunday 14th August 2005

Winners : Handcross
(N.Sibbering/A.Watson)

RunnersUp : Crowborough

(M.Gordon/D.Bickford)
No.of Teams :20



HOME NATIONS
2005

England played hosts to the 2005 Home Nations
Tournament when the event was held at a very wet
and very windy Luton over the weekend of 13-14th
August.

England was represented by the top 8 (available)
teams from this year’s English Triples Championship
along with two selected junior teams. Despite the new
means of selecting their team England continued their
domination of the event as they recorded their sixth
consecutive victory since the tournaments inception in
2000.

In the separate Junior Home Nations event England
also recorded their sixth straight victory. As well as
picking up the title the junior team of Lori Seville
(East Midlands), Sonja Borozan (Southern Counties),
Jennifer Cooter & Robert Cooter (both Kent),
pictured below kneeling, were awarded trophies as the
top junior team after winning 10 of their 12 games.

Pictured Above: The victorious English Junior Squad.

Did you know that the predecessor of the Home
Nationg/Celtic Challenge competitions was first held
in Kent?

‘Honorary Kentish" Welshman Phil Bradshaw
organised an event between teams from England,
Scotland and Wales at the Black Lion, Gillingham in
1985.

England won that inaugural event. A year later Wales
hosted the event but didn’t invite an English team;
hence the Celtic Challenge was born.

The Ladies European Championships were held in
Odense, Denmark between 5th-7th August. Twenty-
two Nations took part with the hosts entering a second
team.

Great Britain ~ were
represented by the British
Ladies Triples champions
— Christine Best, Angie
Gaughan and Lisa Hoy
with team manager Phil
Murray (Plough &
Chequers) pictured right.

A reasonably kind draw

saw GB drawn with

Slovenia, Hungary, Finland, Denmark 2 and Belgium.
However only 2 teams qualified from each group for
the quarter finals so at least 3 wins were needed to
qualify, with the other results going our way. Sadly
thiswasn’t to be as the results came in as follows:

Great Britain’s Results:

v Slovenia Lost 6-13
v Hungary Won  13-5
v Finland Lost 12-13
v Denmark 2 Lost 11-13
v Belgium Lost 0-13

The first round losers went into the Coupe de Nations,
which was a straight knock-out. Great Britain lost in
their first match to the Netherlands to end their
involvement in the competition.

In keeping with the recent World domination of the
sport France were crowned European champions as
they beat Spain 13-3 in the final. Our North Sea
neighbours Sweden and Belgium picked up the
bronze medals.

Another North Sea Nation and Britain’s victors, the
Netherlands, won the Coupe de Nations, beating
Israel inthefinal.

In the shooting event Britain's Lisa Hoy scored 6
pointsin the preliminary round to finish 18th of the 22
competitors. However, spare a though for Maria
Sonasson of Denmark who failed to score a single
point in front of her home crowd. Angélique Papon of
France (where else) went on to win the World title
beating the Swiss shooter in the final.

Results courtesy of www.petanque.dk/default.asp?pagei d=882
Picture courtesy of Mike Pegg




ROUNDTHE REGIONS

ANGLIA REGION — A new web site has sprung up
covering the southern half of the Region. The Suffolk
County Pétanque Association is not recognised by the
EPA (despite the BPF web site indicating that it is an
EPA Region) as the county is currently part of the
Anglia Region. The web site —
www.intheteam.com/home/home.asp?Clubl d=10059
covers al levels of play in the County from Regiona
to local events as well as the Bury & District and the
Newmarket Leagues.

CHILTERN REGION hosted a very successful
Home Nations championships. As well as preparing
the pistes etc they also laid on a melee competition,
entertainment on the Saturday evening and a
fireworks display to greet the winners. It's just a
shame they couldn’t have organised the wesather!

EASTERN COUNTIES - Great Britain players
Simon Bird, Sofiane Lachani and Chris Allen won the
Eastern Counties Regiona Triples title when the
event was held at the Rayne Swan on 24" July.
(source www.ecrpetancue.co.uk)

LONDON REGION - Croydon P.C. won back the
London Region Challenge Cup when they hosted the
event on 31st July. The annua competition between
THE two London clubs was won by 17 gamesto 15.
(Source www.harrowpetanque.fsnet.co.uk)

SOUTHERN COUNTIES - Despite having the
largest number of juniors of any EPA Region just 4
triples teams competed in the Southern Counties
Junior Triples competition on 24™ July. However, it
was held in the school holidays and the weather was
atrocious. There is also the fact that at least they hold
junior events which is more than we currently manage
in Kent.

(source - www.southerncounti espetanque.org.uk)

Being one of the prime movers in the devolution of
the BPA it came as a hit of a shock to learn that the
Scottish Pétanque Assaciation (SPA) only confirmed
their Membership of the British Pétanque Federation
a a NEC meeting held at Perth on the 4th August
2005. It would appear that the decision was not
unanimous however as two people were reported as
walking out of the meeting as a result of the vote.
Source - www.scottishpetangue.org

THORNE
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Fascia . Soffits . Guttering . Bargeboards
Double Glazing

“If it'sbroken let usfix it”

0800 977 5410

Fax: 01634 408363
Mobile: 07817 911 716

17.5% Discount to pétanque members
and their families

MAINTENANCE OF
WINDOWS & DOORS

Sealed Units . Window Locks . Window Handles
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors

ENGLISH PETANQUE
ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM of the English Pétanque Association will
be held at Denham Garden Village, Denham Green
Lane, Denham UB9 5CR on Saturday 8th October
commencing at 11am.

The following posts are up for re-election — President,
Secretary and Director of Playing. There are also
three posts available for members to sit on the
Management Committee. In addition nominations are
required for up to 11 members to be delegates to the
British Pétanque Federation.

Nominations must be returned by 3rd September with
any motions to be submitted by 10th October.

The preliminary notice, together with the nomination
forms etc, has aready been sent to al Regions,
affiliated clubs and unattached members. If you are
interested in standing or wish to submit a motion
please see your club secretary for further details.



KENT v
NORD MARITIME

The Kent squad set off (very) early on the morning of
Saturday 13th August for our annual match against the
Nord Maritime Region of France.

As has now become traditional, this annual event was
again won by the hosts — the match score being:

Nord 26 wins—Kent 22 wins

The three best Kent teams with 3 wins out of 3 were:
Trevor Gordon, Martin Bishop & Rowland Jones,
Kevin Wood, David Baxter & Greg Davenport
Tracy Turner, David Turner & Kevin Spillett.

(Hopefully more detailed info will follow next month)

XVth MEDITERRANEAN
GAMES

Pétanque was one of the featured sports in the
Mediterranean Games that were held in Almeira,
Spain between 27-30th June.

Eight nations (Algeria, France, Italy, Monaco,
Morocco, San Marino, Spain and Tunisia) took part in
both the Mens Doubles and Mens Triples events
while 6 nations (al the above less Monaco and San
Marino) competed in the Ladies Doubles and Triples.

France continued their World domination taking 3 of
the 4 Gold medals. Surprisingly though, despite their
star studded triple of ex World Champions, Lacroix,
Hureau and Sirot, they could only manage a Bronze
medal in the Mens Triples.

The French ladies team that took two Gold medals
included Angleique Papon and Marie Christine
Virebayre who went on to win the European

Championships (see page 4).
Event Gold _Silver Bronze
Mens Doubles France Italy  Spain

Ladies Doubles France Spain Tunisia
Mens Triples Tunisia Spain  France
Ladies Triples France Tunisia Italy

The Kent Pétanque Gazette is edited by: Mark Cooter

Any itemsfor inclusion should be sent to:

NATIONAL
LEAGUE

In the second round of National League matches both
Hartley and Gravesend bounced back from their
heavy first round defeats to record wins over their
West Midlands opposition. Hartley beat Half Crown
seven games to six while Gravesend won 9-4 against
Coventry Godiva. Plough & Chequers 2 extended
their lead in League 1 with an 8-5 victory over the
Prince of Wales while Plough & Chequers 1
recorded a 10-3 win over Marches P.C. but lost
ground on leaders Victorians who beat Ventnor 2
twelve games to one.

Despite the loss of four East Sussex clubs, who
elected not to join the KPA, membership of the
County Association is aready approaching the 900
member mark. If every club signed up just two more
new members then we should be able to reach the
magic 1,000 member mark again — so get signing!
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The cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of

Wwww.petanque.org

EDITORS NOTE

The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association.

| Post: The Editor, Kent Pétanque Gazette, 13_Sun Lane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ
Tel : 01474 354310 ¥ Fax : 01474 832437 ‘== E-mail : m.cooter @btinter net.com




