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REPORTS AND RESULTS FROM THE COUNTY QUALIFYING SERIES 
See Pages 4 &  5 for  details 
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MARTIN POTTS 

 
It is with deep regret that the sudden death of 
Mar tin Potts of Tovil Pétanque Club is 
announced.  
 
Martin, aged 46, died suddenly on Tuesday 
17 May. He is survived by his three 
daughters to whom we pass our sincerest 
condolences.  
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Info from Jack M ilner  

Many thanks to the Harr iers Pétanque Club who 
have again made a donation to the junior fund, this 
time after their NAF Triples competition of Sun 5th 
June.  
 
Although the turn-out was low the Working Men’s 
Club were very good donating wine and other prizes. 
As Harriers weren’ t out to make a profit they kindly 
donated the proceeds to the junior fund.  
 
The Harriers have donated more to the fund than any 
other club with the exception of Crowborough.  
 

UNLUCKY ALEX 
 
Young Alex Bruce of Ye Olde Char les must be one 
of the unluckiest players around at the moment. 
Having just been selected for the Great Britain junior 
squad, from which the World Championship and 
North Sea teams would be selected, he’s had to be 
ruled out as he has broken his right (playing) arm. 
 
Hopefully Alex will be back in time for the last 
County Qualifier so that he is in contention for 
selection for the county squad for Brean Sands. We 
wish Alex a speedy recovery. 
 

GET WELL 
SOON  

 
We also extend warm wishes for a speedy recovery to 
Gill Stir land of Doncaster PC who has just returned 
home from hospital. For those who don’t know Gill 
she is the ‘ long suffering’  wife of EPA President Fred. 
Amongst other things Gill gives up a couple of 
weekends each year to run the National Titles 
weekend in Exeter and the Inter-Regional 
Championships at Brean Sands – two of the biggest 
and best run competitions in the country. A collection 
at Exeter raised over £100 for flowers etc for Gill. 
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Sun 3rd County Qualifier  4 @ Plough &  Chequers 

Sun 3rd – Founders Cup @ Chiltern*  
Sun 10th – Bastille Day Triples @ Villagers 

Sun 17th – Open Doubles @ Lordswood 
Sun17th –National League @ Various venues (tbc) 

22nd-24th – Junior World Championships @ Canada 
Sun 24th – Wine Triples @ Plough & Chequers 

Sun 31st – Town Trophy Doubles – Crowborough 
Sun 31st –National League @ Various venues (tbc) 

 
Key: 
Local Open Competitions   
County Events  
EPA Events   
BPF Events 
*  Entry via Qualification Only. 
 
Note – For the above County and EPA events you 
will be required to show your membership card and 
be in matching tops. 
 

DEDICATED WEB SITES 
 
There are a couple of new web sites worth book-
marking that are dedicated to International events this 
year: 
 
INTERNATIONAL NORTH SEA TOURNAMENT 
 
This year’s North Sea Tournament 
is being held on ‘home’ soil at 
Cardiff Yacht Club between 23rd 

and 26th June. This is an ideal 
opportunity to watch some top 
International boule, but if you’ re 
unable to make it then you can follow the progress at: 
 

www.northseapetanque.com 
 
EUROPEAN LADIES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

This year’s European 
Ladies Championships 
are being held in 
Odense in Denmark 
between 5th and 7th 
August. If you’ re 
thinking of going or 

merely want to follow the progress on line you can 
check out the official web site at: 
 

www.petanque.dk/default.asp?pageid=882 
 

 

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � �� � 
 � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � �
 � � � �� �  �
! �" � � #� �" 
 � #� � � � �
 $�� � � �� � � � � � �  �



 
�� �� �� �� ����

NATIONAL NEWS 
 

 

EPA ANNUAL 
CONGRESS 

 
The Annual Congress of EPA Members will be held 
on 9th July at the Waltham Abbey Spor ts Centre, 
Broomstick Hall Road, Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 
1LF commencing at 11am. 
 
The agenda will consist of progress reports from 
National Officers and motions proposed by 
Registered Clubs, Affiliated Leagues and Regions as 
well as the Management Committee.  
 
The congress is your opportunity to hear directly from 
your elected officers and to offer your suggestions for 
improvement. Therefore please take this opportunity 
to attend and have your say. 
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EPA President, Fred Stirland, has concluded 
negotiations with Pontins and has confirmed that the 
2006 Inter-Regional Championships will again be 
held at Brean Sands. However it will move back to 
the more traditional weekend earlier in September. 
 

National Secretary Stands Down 
 

John Middleton has stood down from the post of 
EPA National Secretary. John only took up the vacant 
post as there were no other volunteers but decided to 
stand down due to his lack of experience at this level. 
John Roberts has taken over the post until the next 
AGM. 
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The County Association will again book the team 
chalets for Brean Sands this year. 
 

However, for those that don’ t anticipate playing but 
want to go down to sample the fantastic atmosphere, 
support the County Squad and watch some good 
games of boule then you need to book your chalet 
before 31st July to guarantee the accommodation. 
 

Prices range from just £104 for a four berth chalet for 
three nights. If you’re interested you can download a 
booking form from the English Pétanque Association 
web site - www.englishpetanque.org.uk  
 

If booking independently please remember to quote 
the reference EPA. 

EASTERN COUNTIES 
 
Eastern Counties Region recently became the tenth of 
the EPA’s 14 Region’s to launch their own web site. 
The site features a calendar of their events, league 
info, results, photo’s and club details as well as their 
own Regional newsletter etc. You can view it at:  

www.ecrpetanque.co.uk 
 

 

The final County Qualifier  
of 2005 will take place at 
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Entry Fee is £6 per adult or £2 per 
junior with an additional charge of £5 

per team, refundable if matching 
tops are worn throughout the day  

 

� � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � ' () * � � � � ' (+* � � �� � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � ' () * � � � � ' (+* � � �� � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � ' () * � � � � ' (+* � � �� � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � ' () * � � � � ' (+* � � � ����
 

The competition will be played strictly in 
accordance with the County Qualifying 
Competition Rules (see county website 
for details) and the EPA Rules and Code 

of behaviour. 
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For further information contact the  
Playing Officer, Dave Chalkly, at  

28 Sonning Road, Woodside,  
London SE25 5HD  
Tel: 020 8240 0399  

email: DaveChalkly@aol.com 
�

The top 16 teams will qualify for 
the Inter Regional Competitions 

and the Match against Nord 
Maritime in Dunkirk 



 
�� �� �� �� ����

COUNTY QUALIFIER No.1 
Results courtesy of Annette Eggleton 

 
With 14 of the top County players involved in the 
National “Top 16”  play-offs there was a low entry of 
just 20 teams for the first County Qualifier of 2005. 
However, this did leave the door open for some of us 
lesser mortals to hopefully pick up some points. The 
morning league’s knocked out just four teams who 
went into the plate. The remainder played out four 
rounds, using the Swiss system. After the four rounds 
Rejects (Richard Spillett, Dave Hurren and M att 
Horr igan) won the day by the narrowest of margins, 
beating Half Moon (M ick Lucioni, Jeff M itchell 
and Mar tin Eggleton) 13-12 in the final. The prize 
for third place went to M ark Thorne, M ick 
Lawrence, Br ian K ing and Hugh Aldred as the best 
of the teams on 3 wins. 
 
See table on page 5 for current standings. 
 
Match Summary 
Competition : County Qualifier No.1 
Venue  : Plough & Chequers 
Date  : Sunday 22nd May 2005 
Winners : Rejects 
                               (D.Hurren/R.Spillett/M.Horrigan) 
Runners Up : Half Moon  

 (M.Lucioni/J.Mitchell/M.Eggleton) 
No. of Teams : 20  
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Report by Pete Chappell 
 

Crowborough Pétanque Club held their Engraving 
Services Doubles competition on Sunday 29th May. 
There was a large turnout with 28 teams taking part. 
In the league games only three teams won all three of 
their games. This included a team from Whitehill 
Tavern, Crowborough©s newest pétanque club. In the 
early stages of the main competition most of the 
games were fairly even. Eventually Ray Ager and Bob 
White from Brighton P.C. came up against Nigel 
Sibbring and Brennan Sawyer of Handcross P.C. 
Even Nigel who is a deadly shooter could not 
overcome the shooting of Ray and Brighton 
proceeded to take the trophy 13-4. In the plate four 
young members of Tovil P.C. made their 
ways through to the final. After a well fought match 
Scott Ashby and M atthew Whatley beat Steve 
Brown and Dean Ashby by 13 t0 9 points 
 
Match Summary 
Competition : Engraving Services Doubles 
Venue  : Crowborough 
Date  : Sunday 29th May 2005 
Winners : Brighton 
Runners Up : Handcross 
No. of Teams : 28  
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Report by Annette Eggleton 

The County Singles proved to be incredibly popular 
this year - with an amazing 32 entrants turning out for 
the new Friday night format. (Ed - the best turn out 
for the singles since 1999). As with every silver 
lining, there was a small cloud - how to get that many 
matches played before closing time!  This was rapidly 
solved by deciding on 8 barrage pools with games 
played to 9 points rather than the traditional 13 which 
reduced the amount of waiting around. 
  
There were a number of faces not often seen at 
County competitions, and 9 players from the George 
hoping to make best use of the home advantage. The 
weather looked unpromising to start with, a heavy 
©shower© in the run just before the competition started 
looked like leading to a miserable evening for all, but 
it soon passed and things improved after that. 
  
The knockout rounds produced some interesting 
contests and with the 9 point limit being used for the 
last 16 and last 8, there was no room for tactical play - 
it was a case of go for it or live to regret it - which I 
am sure the spectators will agree, lead to some great 
boule to watch in both the plate and the main 
competition. The semi-finals of the main were both 
hard fought with Kevin Wood (Plough and 
Chequers) and Trevor  Glenn (The George) 
eventually gaining the 11 points they needed to move 
through to the final.   
  
Eventually Trevor Glenn emerged victorious with a 
13-7 scoreline - and all finished before 11.30 - perfect 
timing. 
 
Match Summary 
Competition : County Singles Championship 
Venue  : The George 
Date  : Friday 3rd June 2005 
Winner   : Trevor Glenn (George) 
Runner  Up : Kevin Wood (Plough & Chequers)  
No. of Competitors : 32  
 

 
The Singles finalists – Kevin Wood (left) and Trevor Glenn. 

(Photo David Broad) 
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NAF CUP 
Report by Denise Williams 

A disappointing nine and two thirds teams turned up 
for the Harriers Naf Competition on Sunday, 5th 
June.  The weather was overcast for much of the day, 
but the sun came out for the Main and Plate Finals.  
The main final was contested between The Rejects 
(David Hurren, M att Horr igan and Richard 
Spillett) and SMM (Michel Hourcastagnou, Mar tin 
Baker  and Sylvan Borsi)  - two very good teams to 
watch.  Despite good shooting from The Rejects, 
SMM finally won 13-8.  The Plate final was contested 
by TTP (Dave Blakeley, Roland Jones and Ken 
Wilson) and L & D - L isa Gilbert (Tovil) and Daniel 
Hill (Croydon). Despite TTP beating L & D 13-1 in a 
rather one sided final, the two youngsters, Lisa and 
Daniel, played very well - two up and coming young 
stars!  Despite the poor turn out a good time was had 
by all.  A donation will be given to the junior fund. 
  
Match Summary 
Competition : NAF Cup Triples 
Venue  : Tovil Working Men’s Club 
Date  : Sunday 5th June 2005 
Winners : Plough & Chequers SMM 
                           (S.Borsi/M.Hourcastagnou/M.Baker) 
Runners Up :  Plough & Chequers/Lordswood 
                                (D.Hurren/R.Spillett/M.Horrigan) 
No. of Teams : 10 
 

COUNTY QUALIFIER No.2 
 
The increased turn-out of 26 teams was expected with 
several members returning from the Top 16 along 
with a couple of other teams that couldn’ t make the 
first qualifier. However attendance was still slightly 
down on the corresponding qualifier for 2004. A 
couple of difficult barrage groups saw a few of the 
favoured teams fall by the wayside in the morning. 
After three rounds in the afternoon Jokers Wild 
(Wendy Manner ing, Diz &  Phil Murray) and 
Rejects (Dave Hurren, Richard Spillett and M att 
Horr igan) remained undefeated to meet in the final. 
A long tactical battle ended with Jokers Wild taking 
maximum points. After their experiences at the 
National Titles weekend United (Wayne Wells, 
David Cover, David Leigh and Alex Hutchinson) 
took the prize for third place. 
 
Match Summary 
Competition : County Qualifier No.2 
Venue  : Lordswood 
Date  : Sunday 12th June 2005 
Winners : Jokers Wild 
                            (D.Murray/P.Murray/W.Mannering) 
Runners Up : Rejects 
                               (D.Hurren/R.Spillett/M.Horrigan) 
No. of Teams :  26 

COUNTY QUALIFIER No.3 

 
On a glorious sunny day 23 teams registered at 
Har tley for the third County Qualifier. The main 
surprise from the morning leagues was the early 
departure into the plate of the Jokers Wild team who 
had won the previous qualifier. Play slowed 
considerably in the afternoon as many players started 
to wilt under the relentless sun. After an early scare 
against the unfancied GRFC 7 team Integrale 
(M ichel Hourastagnou, Dave Chalkly and George 
Jarrett) went on to the final where they lost out to the 
inform Rejects (Dave Hurren, Richard Spillett and 
Matt Horr igan), who were contesting their third final 
in the series. Lin Shr impton picked up a surprise 
birthday present as her team, Dean’s Angels, finished 
third. 
 
Match Summary 
Competition : County Qualifier No.3 
Venue  : Hartley 
Date  : Sunday 19th June 2005 
Winners : Rejects 
                               (D.Hurren/R.Spillett/M.Horrigan) 
Runners Up : Integrale  

        (M.Hourcastagnou/D.Chalkly/G.Jarrett) 
No. of Teams : 23  
 

CLUB NEWS 
 
A number of members from the Pantiles Pétanque 
Club have relocated and formed a new club at the 
Whitehill Tavern, Whitehill Road, Crowborough. 
The club is proving to be very popular and already 
has 24 EPA members, including 10 new members. 
 
Elsewhere in East Sussex a third club, Pétanque 
D’Uckfield, have elected not to join the Kent 
Pétanque Association but have instead joined the 
EPA direct.  
 

VACANT PISTES 
 
The Ex-Blues Club based at West Wickham (near 
Bromley) has two vacant pétanque pistes. These were 
the subject of a lottery grant about ten years ago, and 
were used for a time by the Spitfires and Hurricanes 
teams. They are not used at all now and are available 
when required. The clubhouse with barman is open on 
Thursday evenings, Saturday afternoons and all day 
Sundays. The pistes are floodlit. All players must 
become members of the club, which is £25 each per 
annum, and this entitles them to the use of ell the club 
facilities, including soccer and cricket.  
 
All enquires to:  
E.J.Macey, 9 Albyfield, Bromley, BR1 2HY  
Tel: 0208-325-0591or email � � � � � � � � 	 
 � �
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BRITISH GRAND 
PRIX TOP 16 

 
The final stage of this year’s contests to find the top 
teams in Britain was held at Cardiff over the weekend 
of 21st-22nd May when the “Top 16”  teams from the 
Grand Prix series competed in a rolling barrage. 
 
The first round seeding was unkind in that it pitted 3 
of the 4 Kent sides in the same group. M ichel 
Hourcastagnou, Dave Chalkly, Rober t Silvy and 
Bruno Bove were the unlucky ones, losing out in the 
deciding barrage game to end their chances of a GB 
place. 
 
Nic Baxter , Dave Lavelle and Kevin Spillett, 
playing with Pat Dennis, progressed through to the 
top group on the final day and finishing in fourth 
place. This means that they will represent Great 
Britain at the Blangy International Tournament 
(subject to the BPF receiving an invite).  
 
After two days play the team of Marcus Hilton, Neil 
Dobbins and Paul Bond emerged as deserved winners 
to take the coveted GB1 spot. Finishing in second and 
third places were Simon Bird, Sofaine Lachani & Phil 
Claydon and Herve Bavazzano, Ashley & Leigh 
Jamieson. These three teams qualified to represent 
Britain in the North Sea tournament. 
 
Plough &  Chequers members Kevin Wood, Trevor  
Gordon and Rowland Jones came eighth while their 
club mates, M ar tin Baker , Diz &  Phil Murray, 
finished 13th.  
 
Elsewhere in the final standings surprise fifth place 
finishers were a team containing ex South East players 
Graham Lewis and Phil Bradshaw. They finished 17th 
in the GP series but played due to a team from 
Chiltern Region dropping out. Two other ex-South 
East members, Marion Halsey and Phil Border, 
finished in seventh place with yet another ex South 
East player, Matt Blyton, subbing in for the team that 
finished in ninth. 
 

WELL DONE KRIS 
 

Joining the top 3 teams from the “Top 16”  along with 
the Ladies Triples Championships at the North Sea 
Tournament will be Kr is Smith of the Plough &  
Chequers. Kris was one of four juniors selected to 
represent Great Britain at the tournament. 
 
Surprisingly though none of the five juniors (which 
included 4 KPA members) who won the British Junior 
Doubles and British Junior Triples were in the final 
selection proving that success doesn’t always pay! 

SUCCESS AT THE ENGINE 
Report by Kevin Wood (P& C) 

 
Kevin Wood, Tracy Turner  and Kevin Spillett of 
the Plough &  Chequers travelled up to The Engine 
in Chiltern Region on 29th May for their cash 
competition.  
 
Fourteen teams played in a 5 round snake system then 
the best two teams played off for first and second. A 
very high quality turnout by the Chiltern with a lot of 
their top players participating even though Exeter 
weekend was on at the same time.  
 
Plough &  Chequers won all five thus making the 
final against Luton where they came out worthy 
winners by 13 points to 7 to take the trophy and £120 
first prize. Around 40 people stayed to watch and 
support the players in the final and a lot of new 
friends were made.  
 
The entrance fee was only £12 per team and that 
included lunch to the value of £2 each so the real cost 
of entry was only £2 per player, incredible. Our hats 
go off to all at the Engine and as it is only 1½ hours 
drive it’s well worth visiting should anyone wish to go 
out of the County for a good, high standard day of 
boule in Baldock, Hertfordshire 

 
 
 
 
Pictured left to 
right – Kevin 
Spillett, Kevin 
Wood and Tracy 
Turner. 
 
Picture courtesy of 
Dave Ciano  
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Dave Chalkly has resigned from his post of Kent 
County Playing Officer. At the Management 
Committee Meeting on 16th June committee member 
David Baxter  volunteered to take on the role and was 
duly sanctioned by the committee. 
 
Mark Thorne of GRFC applied for the vacant 
management committee post and was accepted onto 
the committee. 
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THORNE 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 
Fascia . Soffits . Guttering . Bargeboards 

Double Glazing 
 

“ If it’s broken let us fix it”  
 

0800 977 5410 
 

Fax: 01634 408363 
Mobile: 07817 911 716 

 
17.5% Discount to pétanque members  

and their families 
 

MAINTENANCE OF 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

Sealed Units . Window Locks . Window Handles  
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film 
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors 

 

NATIONAL TITLES 
WEEKEND 

 
A contingent of 30 members, including most of the 
usual travellers from Canterbury, Gravesend, 
Har tley, Plough &  Chequers and United, braved the 
Bank Holiday weekend traffic to participate in the 
National Titles weekend in Exeter. Superb weather 
was laid on by the hosts, the pistes were immaculately 
turned-out as always and the organisation was quick 
and efficient. 
 
Seventy-seven entrants registered for the English 
Singles event on Saturday 28th May. After a full days 
play, that ended around 7pm, Sofiane Lachani (of 
Eastern Counties) became the first ever English 
Singles Champion as he beat Luke Howard (Northern 
Region) in a tight final. Top Kent contender was 
Colin Senneck (Har tley) who was knocked out in the 
quarter finals.   
 
The English Doubles on the Sunday attracted 65 
teams. This including 17 teams with KPA members 
13 of whom made it through to the knock-out stages. 
By the quarter final stage five teams with Kent 
members still remained in the competition. David 
Edgington and Er ic Carter  (Canterbury), Margaret 
&  David Baxter  (GRFC) and Phil M urray (Plough 
&  Chequers) and partner all exited at the quarter 
final stage. United’s Alex Hutchinson and David 
Cover  staged a magnificent come-back from 12-0 
down in their quarter final to win against a talented 
team from Croydon, only to lose out in the semi-final. 
This left Nic Baxter  (GRFC) and partner Chris Allen 
(Eastern Counties) to contest the final against Kim 
Lachani (Eastern Counties) and “JJ”  Hoey (Isle of 
Wight). Nic went on to take his second English title in 
a month, having earlier been part of the English 
Triples Championship winning team. 
 
The weekend finished with the English M ixed 
Doubles on the Monday. 58 teams played out the 
morning leagues with just 16 going through to the 
main competition. The draw was very unkind and 
there were many Kent clashes including one league 
made up entirely of four Har tley teams. I rene &  
Colin Gibbs (Hartley) won through that particular 
group to progress to the Last 16 along with Margaret 
&  David Baxter (GRFC) and Diz Murray &  
Martin Baker  (Plough &  Chequers). Having 
eliminated Diz &  Mar tin David &  M argaret 
eventually lost out in the semi-finals to the eventual 
winners. A magnificent weekend for the Lachani’s 
was rounded off as Kim and ‘Saf’  overcame Lisa and 
John Edmondson (East Midlands) in the final. 
 
KPA M embers achievements at National Titles:  

 

Singles – David Baxter, Phil Murray. Mick Nash and 
Alex Hutchinson - all reached Last 32. Colin Senneck 
losing quarter finalist.  
 

Doubles – Colin & Anne Senneck, Mick & Joyce 
Nash, Jennifer Cooter & partner, Wayne Wells & 
Sam Denyer and Rae & Keith Wall – all reached Last 
32. Diz Murray & partner, Martin Baker & partner 
and Diane & Peter Bryant all reached Last 16. David 
Edgington & Eric Carter, Margaret & David Baxter 
and Phil Murray & partner all reached the quarter 
finals. Alex Hutchinson and David Cover were semi-
finalists. Nic Baxter & partner were Champions. 
 

Mixed Doubles - Irene & Colin Gibbs and Diz 
Murray & Martin Baker all reached Last 16. Margaret 
& David Baxter were semi-finalists. 
 

(Apologies if I’ve inadvertently missed off anyone’s 
achievements). 
 

 
Pictured above – Chris Allen and Nic Baxter (English Doubles 
Winners), Sofiane and Kim Lachani (Mixed Doubles Winners). 
Sofiane was also the Singles Champion 

Pictures courtesy of www.talkingboule.co.uk  

COUNTY QUALIFIER STANDINGS 
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* Average points to be added from missed qualifier, 
due to National/International representation. 

COMING SOON TO A 
GAZETTE NEAR YOU  

 
In next month’s Kent Pétanque Gazette our intrepid 
reporters bring you news from overseas from the 
Blangy International Tournament and from the North 
Sea Tournament in Wales. Nearer to home we’ ll 
update you on the final County Qualifier as well as 
our usual round up of results, news and gossip.  
 

� 	 � � ) � �%� � ( &� �

 
 

The cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of 
www.petanque.org 

 

 EDITORS NOTE    �
 
The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE 
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors 
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the 
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque 
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association. 
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