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WEDDI NG BOU L E In a break with tradition Fay and Steve travelled to

the wedding together but couldn’t resist stopping off

Fay Ashby (Tovil) and Steve Golder (Old Sheaf) ¢ how their t fairingin th it
made a surprise detour on the way to their wedding on 0 see how their teams were famng In the competition.
3rd July when they turned up at the Plough & ) F"C“er _by Roger Vaughan
Chequers during the final County Qualifier as the Reproduced by kind permission of Medway News

who own the Copyright.

above picture will testify.
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DUTCH CONNECTION

By Mick Weston

| thought you might be interested to know that a
Dutch couple who will be on holiday in Kent at the
time are planning to play in our Doubles Tournament
on the 17th July. They contacted me via the internet.
(See match report on page 3 for details of how they
fared).

Editors Note — There was also an overseas visitor
taking part in the Villager’s Bastille Day competition
on 3rd July. See the match report on page 3 for
details.

PLAYING
COMMITTEE
VACANCY

Following the resignation of Michel Hourcastagnou
from the County Playing Committee there is now a
vacancy. Any nominations or volunteers should
contact David Baxter (Telephone: 01322 408190,
email davidlbaxter@ntlworld.com) before the next
Management Committee meeting on July 28th. If
anyone requires more information on what the post
entails then please contact David to discuss.

FAIRLY FASCINATING FACT

Only 28 teams participated in this year’'s County
Qualifying series, which is down on previous years.
However with most teams using 4 players a tota of
104 members played.

5th-7th — Ladies European Championships
@ Denmark*
Sun 7th — Open Doubles @ Hartley
Sat 13" - Kent v’sNord M aritime @ Dunkirk*
Sun 14th — Sports Shield Doubles @ Crowborough

Sun 21st — Diamond Due Mixed Doubles
@ Plough & Chequers
Sun 28" Ricard Cup Doubles @ Tovil

Key:

Loca Open Competitions
County Events
International Events

* Closed Events - Entry via Qualification Only.

The first ever English National Congress came and
went and virtually no one noticed.

Just 12 members (including officers) attended, with
only four of them coming from Kent.

Granted, the timing was not very good with at least
two Regions holding their Regional Qualifiers over
that weekend, however one would have expected
more than 12 individuals to attend given the level of
discontentment there appears to be in the game at the
moment.

This was your opportunity to quiz your elected
officers, air your views and put forward ideas for how
you want the sport in England to progress and be
administered. Sadly hardly anyone took this
opportunity so you must al be contented?

Northern - Loopy leads the way — After moving up
t'North last year ex South East player Graham
“Loopy” Lewis has successfully integrated into the
Northern Pétanque scene. His team finished top in the
Northern Region qualifiers with 13 wins after a 17
game round-robin. As Northern won division 2 last
year we'll no doubt be getting re-acquainted with
Graham at Brean Sands later this year.

Eastern - Unfortunately Eastern Region can only
supply one team instead of two for the combined team
a Brean Sands. A decision as to which Region fills
the vacancy rests with Adrian Thomas, the National
Playing Officer. The aptly named “AVIT” team (a
popular cry heard at Brean in recent years) of Sofiane
Lachani, Herve Bavazzano and Chris Allen finished
asNo.1lintheir Regional Qualifiers.

Can you come up with a witty caption to our front
page picture? Our resident wit came up with the
following:

" # $%
& &' (% & ) (@

But I'm sure you can do better. Send your entries to
the address on the back page. There's no budget for a
prize but I'm sure we could come up with a year's
free subscription to the Gazette for the ‘lucky’ winner.



ENTERPRI SE | NNS
DOUBLES

Report from Jack Milner

Only ten doubles teams turned out for the Old
Sheaf’s annua “Enterprise Inns” June Doubles. The
low turn-out resulted in the day’s play being run in a
series of leagues, to prolong the play and give
everyone more games well into the late afternoon!
The morning session was two leagues of five. The top
six teams from the morning leagues were drawn into
two leagues of three with the winning team of each
league going into the final. The remaining four teams
went into the plate league.

The boule playing throughout the day was very good
from beginners and experts aike there was a great
deal of fine pointing and shooting. The main final was
an interesting clash between the Croydon “Sulleys’
team of Merle and Brian Sullivan and ayoung “Rats’
team which consisted of the Old Sheaf ex junior,
Matthew Shrimpton and Croydon's 17 year old
junior, Dan Hill. The young “Rats’ team came out
eventual winners, just, at 13-10. The “Sulleys’
certainly not allowing them to run away with it —
despite the ‘Rats shooting prowess (which had been
evident all day). The plate went very well, with 3 wins
for the Old Sheaf pairing of John Holbourn and
Peter Turner, who came out easy winners. The
runners-up were last year's plate winners, the “Yella
Backs’ team from Whitstable's East Kent Club,
ChrisRowden and Robert Sheridan.

The one surprise of the day was that there was only
one ‘fanny’ game, which occurred half way through
the plate — which the organisers almost didn’t find out
about as it had been kept so very quiet, until the
presentation started! However, the culprits, being the
Sheaf's Teresa Williams and Peter Mount, were
announced to all present and a promise given that
each would receive a specia coloured ‘fanny’
certificate!

The winners and runner-up in each competition
received replica awards and cash prizes.
Unfortunately with such a low turnout and a small
entry fee the Old Sheaf were unable on this occasion
to make a donation to the Junior Fund.

Match Summary

Competition : Enterprise Inns Doubles
Venue : Wheatsheaf, Chatham
Date : Sunday 26th June 2005
Winners : Rats (M.Shrimpton/D.Hill)

RunnersUp : Croydon (M & B Sullivan)
No. of Teams :10

BASTILLE DAY TRIPLES

Info from Kevin Wood/Jack Milner

Prize money at this event is fantastic with the winners
receiving £210, aong with £120 for runners up and
£60 to the semi-finalists plus wine etc for the Plate
winners. The landlord Dave Little dong with his
daughter Sam were fantastic to all taking part and it
should be said that there should be more teams in the
Kent region supporting this open event. The P& C trio
of Kevin Spillett, Tracy Turner and Kevin Wood
won the final 13-5 against the Bat and Ball/GRFC
team of Jes Paine, Ron James and Mick Lawrence.
Losing semi-finalists were Bruno Bove, Matt
Horrigan and Barry Wing (Lordswood /P& C) and
Tovil's Barbara and John Middleton, who were
partnered by a player from America who had
contacted John while on his holidays over here and
fancied a game of boule. A fantastic day enjoyed by
al itisreported.

Match Summary

Competition : Bastille Day Triples
Venue : Villager

Date : Sunday 10th July 2005
Winners : Plough & Chequers

(K.Spillett/T.Turner/K.Wood)
: Bat & Ball IGRFC

(J.Paine/R.James/M .Lawrence)
No. of Teams :12

Runners Up

Info from Innes Clark/Jack Milner

15 teams played in 4 leagues, with the top 2 from each
league going through to the main. The second round
was also played in leagues with the winners of each
contesting the final of both competitions. The event
was given an International flavour with the inclusion
of afather and son team from Holland, Dirk and Dirk
Jan V Mourik, who saw the event advertised on the
internet. They finished second in their group in the
main competition behind team "Anything" Bruno
Bove and Leigh Maxey. In the other league of the
main Rachid Hannache and Moez Ayadi from
Croydon finished top. The final was not played due to
ill health (and the fact the open was on telly), with
both teams agreeing to split the prize money between
them. In the plate competition Tovil Terminators
(Dean Ashby and Andy Shiner) won through to the
final, without too much resistance, where Chris &
John Skingley from Lordswood were their
opponents. Tovil emerging the eventual winners.

Match Summary

Competition : Lordswood Open Doubles
Venue :Lordswood S& SC

Date : Sunday 17th July
Finalists : Plough & Chequers

(B.Bove/L .Maxey)
Finalists : Croydon (R.Hannache/M.Ayadi)
No.of Teams :15



THEY THINK IT'SALL OVER
I'T ISNOW!
(COUNTY QUALIFIER No.4)

The final County Qualifier of 2005 was held on 3rd
July at the Plough & Chequers. The competition saw
an above average turnout for the last event with 24
teams. It would have been even more but for another
big event on the same day — the marriage of Fay
Ashby and Steve Golder.

The barrage groups saw four of the possible top 8
contenders, Tovil Bears, Medspray, Bat & Ball and
GRFC 1, all eliminated into the plate — although the
later two did salvage a little honour, and more
importantly valuable points, as they contested the
plate final.

After three rounds in the afternoon Jokers Wild and
RGML remained undefested to contest the final. In
the end youth ran out winners over experience as the
Gazette's team to watch for 2005 (as predicated in
February’s edition) Matt Shrimpton, Greg
Davenport, Luke Fribbens and Richard King
deservedly took the honours.

After the calculators came out to work out the
averages for the teams that missed out on one or more
of the qualifiers due to Nationa representation the
final standings were announced.

The top 8 teams along with the selected juniors will
represent Kent at the Inter- Regional Championships.
The next 4 teams will represent Kent in the Pontins
Challenge while the teams in 13th-16th places will
make up half of the EPA Combined squad, along with
aselected junior team.

The top 16 also qualified to represent Kent in the
match against the French Nord Maritime Region.
However, due to holidays etc teams down to 21% place
have been called up to fill the vacancies.

For the proposed team order, junior selection and
team managers see opposite.

Match Summary

Competition : County Qualifier No.4

Venue : Plough & Chequers

Date : Sunday 3rd July 2005

Winners : RGML
(R.King/G.Davenport/M.Shrimpton/L .Fribbens)

RunnersUp : Jokers Wild

(M.Baker/W.Mannering/D & P.Murray)
No.of Teams : 24

KPA Playing Committee Report

The Playing Committee have reviewed the results of the 2005
Regiona Qualifiers and has completed the job of setting the
playing order from among the 8 teams that qualified for the Div 1
Championship and selecting Junior Teams for the Div 1 and Div 2
Combined team. We have also alocated players to any gaps
caused by the Junior selections and allocated Team Managers.

The Inter-Regional Squads to play at Brean are:

Division 1 Team Managers: John Middleton and Tracy Turner

1 D.Hurren R.Spillett M.Horrigan

2 K.Wood T.Gordon M.Bishop R.Jones

3 M.Hourcastagnou D.Chalkly G.Jarrett

4 P.Murray D.Murray M.Baker W.Mannering
5 B.Bove L.Maxey S.Borsi

6 R.King M.Shrimpton G.Davenport L.Fribbens
7 M.Eggleton M.Lucioni J.Mitchell R.Hope

8 S.Powell G.Johnston  C.Cooter M.Cooter

J J.Cooter K.Smith S.Ashby A.Shiner
Challenge Team Manager: David Blakeley

1 P.Turner S.Howarth ~ J.Holbourn  T.Burdett

2 K.Spillett R.George C.Street J.Davenport
3 S.Golder D.Woodman T.Glenn C.Shrimpton

4 F.Ashby D.Ashby L.Shrimpton  P.Hardwick

Combined Team Managers: David Baxter and Martyn Fribbens

1 K.Atkinson S.Brown D.Baxter M.Whatley
2 M.Thorne B.King H.Aldred M.Lawrence
3 J.Paine R.James M.Pennell A.James

4 B.Wing S.Mannering L.Belcher W.Cook

J R.Cooter C.Fribbens  P.Jarrett A.Bruce

All Players will need to provide Black trousers. The Region will be
providing the tops and players will be required to pay a £35
deposit which will be retur ned when the kit is handed back.

The Regiona Squad to play at Nord Maritime and their team
number is as below. As already notified the cost of this will be £30
per person which should be sent to Martin Eggleton along with
your Regional Players Questionnaire as soon as possible. The
travel arrangements will be sent out when they have been
finalised.

1 JPaine R.James M.Pennell A.James

2 JMiddleton P.West J.Hines G.Prosser

3 A.Pucknell N.Hurren  P.Killick

4  W.Wedlls D.Cover D.Leigh A.Hutchinson

5 P.Murray D.Murray M.Baker

6 K.Wood T.Gordon  M.Bishop R.Jones

7  K.Smith R.George  J.Davenport

8 F.Ashby D.Ashby  L.Shrimpton P.Hardwick

9  T.Turner D.Lavelle K.Spillett D.Turner

10 D.Hurren R.Spillet  J.Street

11 M.Hourcastagnou L.Maxey  S.Borsi

12 M.Eggleton M.Lucioni  J.Mitchell R.Hope

13 M.Shrimpton R.King G.Davenport L.Fribbens

14 P.Turner S.Howarth J.Holbourn  T.Burdett

15 C.Shrimpton S.Golder  S.Ashby

16 M.Thorne B.King H.Aldred M.Lawrence
David Baxter

KPA Playing Officer 14" July 2005

Please Note — The above proposals are subject to
the approval of the Kent M anagement Committee.



The EPA Over 50@ Doubles competition was held at
the Britannia Club, Loughton, Essex on Sunday 19th
June. 26 teams took part including three from Kent.
Two of these Kent teams were successful as Charlie
Shrimpton (Old Sheaf) and Keith Atkinson
(GRFC) took the main title by beating Pat Watts and
Dave Mason (Eastern/'West Midlands) 13-7 in the
final.

Meanwhile Colin & Anne Senneck (Hartley) won
the Shield competition beating Eaglesin the final.

Astonishingly this is the FIFTH National title this
year to be won by teams with Kent (and GRFC)
members.

For Shrimpton it has been a long wait since he won
his last Nationa title. It was 23 years ago when
Charlie was part of the Wheatsheaf team that won the
National Triplesin 1982.

EPA FOUNDERS CUP

The EPA’s Founders Cup competition was held in
Luton on Sunday 3rd July. The competition is open to
the winners and runners up of each Region’s closed
Doubles championships.

The event was won by Mervyn Ringer and Robert
Binnie from the Ide of Wight, who beat Phillip
Winston and Mat Eversden from Chiltern in the final.
London and Southern Counties were the losing semi-
finalists. There were no Kent representatives as the
event clashed with our final County qualifier.

/[ 01

In issue 3 of the Kent Pétanque Gazette, published
in February 2005,1 wrotean article which made
reference to a television news report aired on ITV®
®ondon Tonight@rogramme in January. In particular,
| mentioned the reporter -Ben Scotchbrook -
describing him in totally inappropriate language.
Furthermore, the wording chosen gave anincorrect
and entirely unfair impression of Mr. Scotchbrook. |
fully retract the accusation made against Mr.
Scotchbrook and | would like to apologise
unreservedly, and without quaification, for the
offence and suffering this article has caused.

GB TEAMS

Extracts from a statement by Dan Mur phy
BPF President

This may seem to be the quiet season for the BPF now
that a successful GB Qualifier season and
variousindividual BPF championshipshave been
held, and also following the North Sea Tournament in
Cardiff, but in fact it is a very busy period for the
BPF.

Our aim has been to try to involve as many players as
possible in competitive boules, and to try to widen the
opportunities for good players to play a the
international level - hence the format of the qualifiers
thisyear.

Because of financial constraints in this the first
operational year of the BPF, | have been keen to try to
find invitations to competitions where the standards
are high, and also where the hosts are prepared to
meet at least some of the GB Team® costs such as
food and accommodation - though that still leaves us
to find the travel costs.

In the end of course we must be able to return the
hospitality and invite foreign teams to compete here
against GB Teams, and be able to offer them food and
accommodation as well. In the longer term | hope that
the BPF will be able to do that, and that it can play a
part in arranging a major tournament in Britain similar
to the famous "Rochester" Championships of the past,
and aso a Junior International Tournament to give
our best players all the practice they need.

For now | am pleased to say that the BPF has been
heavily involved in the arrangements for the Junior
World Championshipsin Canada; the GB Ladiesteam
going to Denmark in August for the European Ladies
Championships, and the Senior GB Team going to the
World Championshipsin Brusselsin September.

We have been able to obtain invitations to send GB
triples teams, again from the Last 16, to play in
Holland and Switzerland, including the GB1 side in
Holland in preparation for the World Championships
- soinal thefirst six of the Last 16 teamswill be able
to play abroad this year in major tournaments. | am
working on trying to get opportunities for other teams
to play abroad as well. Even if we cannot
accommodate al the teams this year, and | am aso
anxious to see more Junior and Ladies teams compete
abroad, | am aso working on building up invitations
for next year.

All this high quality international competition costs
money and the BPF has very limited funds. Without
the generous support of the three nations and in
particular the EPA, and absent sponsorship or grants,
the  Juniors©® trip toCanada would be
extremely difficult to achieve.

For full text see www.br itishpetanque.or g/news




NORTH SEA
TOURNEMENT

Britain played host to the 26"
International North  Sea
Tournament when the event
was held at Cardiff Yacht
Club between 23"-26™ June.

Britain were represented by:
GB1 - Paul Bond, Marcus Hilton & Neil Dobbins
GB2 - Simon Bird, Sofiane Lachani & Phil Claydon
GB3 - Herve Bavazzano, Lee & Ashley Jamieson
GBL - Christine Best, Angela Gaughan & Lisa Hoy
GBJ - Clare Brooks, Sarah Huntley, Dean Seville and
Kris Smith (Plough & Chequers)

Phil Murray and Dave Lavelle (both Plough &
Chequer s) were a so in attendance as managers of the
Ladies and Juniors respectively.

The tournament coched off on the Thursday in
glorious sunny weather but it was a rather
inauspicious start for Great Britain as they lost the
first round 0-5 to the Netherlands. The sguad only
picked up two wins in their next three rounds before
bouncing back against Norway with a 4-1 win in the
last round of the first day.

Day two was similar to day 1 with defeats against
Denmark, Netherlands, Sweden and Germany. The
ladies did at last manage a win in their first game of
the day but could only score one more point during
the rest of the day.

With just three rounds to play on the Saturday Britain
did manage to add 7 games to their overal taly,
including a 5-0 demoalition of Norway, but it wasn't
enough to improve on their sixth place.

The experienced GB 2 side played well after a low
start and finished with an impressive 7 wins. After
being the top GB side last year Mssrs Bond, Hilton
and Dobbins found the going a little tougher playing
at No.1 and could only manage 3 wins this year. GB3
totalled 4 wins (as last year) but unfortunately both
the ladies and juniors results were down on last year's
performancesin Sweden.

For the record Germany retained the title, their fourth
win in six years with 44 wins. The Netherlands were
second on 42, closely followed by Sweden on 41. The
once mighty Belgians, who this year are hosting the
World Championships, finished outside the top three
for the first time in their 25 appearances with 31 wins,
just one ahead of Denmark. Britain finished in their
now traditional sixth spot with 19 wins while poor
Norway recorded the worst ever North Sea result with
just 3 wins from their 60 games.

Great Britain’s North Sea Results:

Results (GB Scores first)

Rnd |JOPPONENTS GB1 | GB2 | GB3 |Ladies |Juniors | Result
1.1 |Netherlands 9-13 5-13 |12-13| 0-13 | 2-13 0-5
1.2 |Sweden 0-13 | 1-13 | 13-8 ] 1-13 | 6-13 1-4
1.3 |Germany 7-13 1-13 | 6-13 | 0-13 2-13 0-5
1.4 |Belgium 6-13 13-5 | 5-13 | 9-13 4-13 1-4
1.5 |Norway 13-0 13-0 | 13-7 | 6-13 13-7 4-1
1.7 |Denmark 7-13 | 13-10]10-13] 13-9 | 3-13 2-3
2.1 |Netherlands 6-13 13-6 |13-12| 0-13 | 7-13 2-3
2.2 |Sweden 13-7 9-13 | 1-13 | 0-13 8-13 1-4
2.3 |Germany 10-13 | 13-11] 6-13 | 1-13 4-13 1-4
2.4 |Belgium 4-13 13-4 | 0-13 | 4-13 | 13-11 2-3
2.5 |[Norway 13-4 | 13-0 | 13-2 | 13-12| 13-6 | 5-0
2.7 |Denmark 11-13 | 10-13 | 3-13 | 0-13 | 10-13 | 0-5

TOTAL WINS 3 7 4 2 3 19-41
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Info from David Baxter

Great Britain was represented a the Blangy
International Tournament by the GB Ladies Doubles
champions (Myra and Sarah Huntley from Chiltern
Region) and GB4 (Kevin Spillett, Nic Baxter, Dave
Lavelle and sub/manager David Baxter).

There were just 5 teams for the Ladies International
Invitation event on the Friday evening. Nevertheless
the British Ladies pulled off a memorable victory as
they won the event.

In the main event (504 triples) on Saturday the boys
did well getting into the main but failed to progress
into the later rounds. So on Sunday they were in the
consolage doubles where the only notable event was a
very good win by Kev and Nic against the Belgian
pairing that included Fabrice Uytterhoeven who is one
of their new stars and is representing Belgium for the
second time in Brussels at the World this year.

In the Ladies pairs on Sunday (95 teams) our ladies
qualified for the plate and progressed a few rounds
but did not reach the latter stages.

It was a very well organised and friendly affair. The
weather was a bit hot Saturday, but on Sunday some
exposed terrains were brutal 38 degrees and no shade
so that even the standards of the locals seemed to
suffer.



DOUBLE
IN WORLD GAMES
FOR FRANCE

Once again “Boule sports’” were featured in the World
Games (reportedly the biggest sporting event of 2005)
that took place in Germany between 14-24" July. Two
disciplines of pétanque were played (mens and ladies
triples) along with four categories of Lyonnaise.

There were six national teams in each pétanque event
with Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy, Israel, and
Thailand playing in the ladies while Germany, France
and Switzerland were joined by Belgium, Spain and
Madagascar in the mens event.

After a round robin the contestants were whittled
down to the top four to play off each event.

In the ladies event France deservedly took the Gold
medal. Having remained undefeated throughout the
tournament they beat World Champions Thailand 13-
3 in the final. Germany beat Israel in the 3 place
play-off to take the Bronze medal.

In the mens event France made it a double victory as
they beat Madagascar in the final. Belgium beat
Germany for the Bronze medal place.

For afull summary of results visit:
www.worldgames?2005.de

QUINTAIS
HANGSUPHIS
BOULE

Philippe Quintais, probably the World's greatest
pétanque player, has announced his retirement from
the International scene. In a career that has seen him
win 12 World Championship medals he says that he
no longer has the motivation to play at thislevel.

Quintais is just one short of the all time record of 13
World titles for any French sportsman, but this wasn’t
enough to motivate him to continue playing.

Info courtesy of www.quintaisport.fr

NATIONAL CALL UP

At the time of writing Kris Smith (Plough &
Chequers) is representing Great Britain at the Junior
World Championships that are being held in Canada.
We'll bring you a report on how Kris faresin the next
issue.

Four other Kent juniors also received nationa ‘call-
up’s. This time to represent England in the forth-
coming Home Nations Tournament. Alex Bruce,
Philip Jarrett, Robert Cooter and Jennifer Cooter
were al selected for the England Junior team but
unfortunately Philip will not be able to make it due to
other commitments.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO
SCOTLAND?

The very informative Scottish Pétanque Association
(SPA) web site has now mysterioudly disappeared and
has been replaced with a single page link to the BPF
web site. This is a shame as the site was a mine of
information for news of the sport north of the border.
Let’shopethisisjust atemporary set-back.

Elsewhere rumours have abounded that Scotland may
not be sending teams to the Home Nations
Tournament as some of their players believe that they
will require an International Licence to play.
However, BPF President, Dan Murphy, has squashed
this rumour by confirming that the Scottish teams will
be welcome to participate provided they are members
of the SPA.

THORNE
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Fascia . Soffits. Guttering . Bargeboards
Double Glazing

“If it'sbroken let us fix it”

0800 977 5410

Fax: 01634 408363
Mobile: 07817 911 716

17.5% Discount to pétanque members
and their families

MAINTENANCE OF
WINDOWS & DOORS

Sealed Units. Window Locks . Window Handles
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors
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The tenth Junior World Championships were held
between 21st-24th July in Canada The British
contingent included Kris Smith and team manager
David Lavelle (both Plough & Chequers).

Junior team manager, David Lavelle, was encouraged
with how the team performed in the Internationa
invitation (warm up) event. Thirteen teams played
comprising of: Canada 1 & 2, France, Estonia,
Germany, Spain, Great Britain, Tunisia, Morocco,
Singapore, USA and Luxembourg

In the Barrage we were drawn in a pool of 3 teams
with USA and Morocco. After receiving the Bye we
played Morocco. After a tough game with a high
standard of play we came through winning 13-9. This
put us into the Last 8 teams where we were drawn to
play Canada 1. This again was a tough game with the
Canadian Shooter in good form. After alengthy game
in the height of the heat we 13-11.

In the Semi-Final we played Tunisia. On this occasion
the Tunisian shooting ability was superior with hit
rates in the region of 90%. We eventualy lost 13-4
knowing we could have done dightly better. In the
Final France beat Tunisa 13-0 in an excellent
performance by al three playersin the French team.

The event proper commenced with the shooting
competition. Britain's representative, Clare Brooks
(West Midlands), scored 16 points finishing the first
round in 19th place. The top four individuals from the
first round included the Swedish female shooter who
set a new junior record with 47 points and the French
shooter. This was ominous as both Sweden and
France were drawn in Great Britain’s league.

Aswell as France and Sweden our league consisted of
Japan, Canada 2 and Finland. With four going
through to the second round the draw seemed pretty
good. We started slowly against Japan, then played
well narrowly losing to Canada 13-10. Against
Finland we out played them throughout the game
winning 13-4. France were next which was more of an
exhibition of perfect boule. 3 ends later and we had
lost 13-0. Sweden aso lost to France in 3 ends 13-0
before usl The final game of the group was Sweden.
This was a long game with both sides having chances
to win but unfortunately Sweden won 13-11.

In the Nations Cup today we were drawn with USA,
Isragl, and Morocco. We beat USA 13-10 and then
Israel 13-6 to go through as Group winners.

We were drawn against Madagascar in the Quarter
final which gave us an opportunity to revenge 2003!
(Editors Note — After winning through the first two
rounds of the Junior World Championships in 2003
Madagascar put Great Britain out in the last 16 after
a tight match before going on to win thetitle). Sadly a
13-8 reverse ended GB's involvement in the
tournament. Two of Britain’s North Sea neighbours
went on to contest the final as Sweden ran out winners
over Belgium.

Back to the main event - France cruised through the
tournament and were rarely troubled (conceding just
26 pointsin 10 games). In the semi finas, while Spain
were overcoming Estonia 13-1, France beat Tunisia
13-3 before going on to beat Spain 15-2 in the final.

France also won the Shooting Championship with the
French Junior, Kevin Malbec, needing to score 5
point off the last jack to break the Senior World
record. Unfortunately he scored 3 and set a Junior
World record of 62 in the Quarter final.

Great Britain's Result Summary:

International Invitation:

Barrage Group  Morocco Won  13-9
Last 8 Canada 1 Won 1311
Semi-Finals Tunisia Lost  4-13

World Championships:

Pool 3 Japan Lost  6-13
Pool 3 Canada 2 Lost 10-13
Pool 3 Finland Won 13-4
Pool 3 France Lost 0-13
Pool 3 Sweden Lost 11-13

Coupe de Nations:

Barrage USA Won  13-10
Barrage Israel Won  13-6
Last 8 Madagascar Lost 813

Sources. David Lavelle, GB Junior Team Manager
www.britishpetanque.org
WWW.petangue.gc.ca

and www.ffpjp.fr
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EUROPEAN CLUB CUP

Plough & Chequers were again Britan's
representatives in the European Club Cup. An away
draw saw them travelling to Luxembourg for the
match against the Péta-Boules club on Saturday 23rd
July. Following is a report on their experiences from
Kevin Wood:

Just arrived back from Luxembourg had a tough
match losing out 6 games to 1 thus losing out on a
place in the quarter-finals on the European clubs
championships. The team that went was myself, Dave
Hurren, Dizzy Murray, Phil Murray, Trevor Gordon
and Martin Baker. We arrived on Friday evening in
<chifflange and were greeted by a party representing
the club and Tow. We were then taken out to eat
before being driven to our accommodation, which
was in Luxembourg city, some 20 miles from the club
which we were going to play against on Saturday
afternoon. The accommodation was in the
Luxembourg sports academy where  only
International players can stay. Saturday morning we
met again by members of the club and taken on a tour
of the city centre then driven to Schifflange where we
were treated to lunch then driven to the pétanque
club where the match was to start at 15.30.

Presentations were made and we were all presented
to the supporters and spectators present. Play
commenced shortly afterwards 2 triples matches
followed by 3 doubles then the reverse triples. This
was a very hard task as the opponents were generally
more skilful then us although we gave a good account
but did not manage to take chances that came our
way but were made to play for our errors by the
opposing players. The triples went the way of the
home club 13-1, 13-1, followed by two doubles also
going the way of the Luxembourg hosts. Trevor and
Dizzy managed a win for us but the tiewas lost 4-1 as
it was the best of 7 games. Both the reverse triples
were played but as a much more friendly affair
between the two clubs. Sadly these were lost also by
us making the final score 6-1 to Schifflange.

A super evening was had by all at the boule club
between the hosts and us by the way of a meal then
entertainment by one on the locals by way of magical
tricks. Friendly boule matches then commenced
between the hosts and us which we managed to win
thus winning the beer match and enjoying our prize. |
must say on behalf of all who attended this fixture
that the hosts were super to us all and we thanked
them by buying flowers and also presenting all
players and officials with a Plough and Chequers
shirt which went down very well. Both parties will be
looking into a twinning next year with either The
Plough visiting Schifflange or them visiting us and
Medway.

EUROPEAN CLUB CUP

First round results:
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Results courtesy of Dansk Petanque Forbund (the
Danish Petanque Federation) at: www.petanque.dk

Pictured above from left to right — Great Britain's
European Cup representatives Dave Hurren, Trevor
Gordon, Martin Baker, Diz Murray, Kevin Wood
and Phil Murray.




NATIONAL
LEAGUE

This year’s National League coched off on 17th July.
With 12 teams entering the format was different to
previous years. The teams were drawn into 3 leagues
of 4 with the league winners and the best runner up
going through to the final stages.

League 1 included Plough & Chequers 2, GRFC,
Coventry Godiva and the Prince of Wales (from the
Isle of Wight.

Reigning champions Plough & Chequers 1 were
drawn in league 2 along with Victorians, Marches and
Ventnor 2 while league 3 consisted of Hartley, Half
Crown, Coventry and Ventnor 1.

Another change was in the format as individual teams
were drawn to play each other on a home and away
basis. Each match consisting of 2 triples games
followed by three rounds of three doubles and
concluding with the reverse triples from the first
round.

There is no longer a direct link between this
competition and the European Cup athough it is
envisaged that the winners may have a play off against
the Welsh and Scottish club champions for a place in
the European Cup, athough this has till to be
confirmed.

After the first round on 17th July there were mixed
fortunes for our teams. Plough & Chequers 2
whitewashed GRFC 13 games to nil. Plough &
Chequers 1 won a close game against Ventnor 2 by
7-6 while Hartley also suffered a heavy defeat 1-12
away to Coventry.

With four teams in the draw for the quarter finals of
the Kent League Plate competition Hartley Country
Club teams al managed to avoid each other. Even
more amazing was that they were all drawn away from
home. What are the odds being offered for an al
Hartley semi-final?

Hartley's only representatives in the cup, the Falcons,
bucked the trend as they were handed a home match
against Old Sheaf Rats.

The Kent Pétanque Gazette is edited by: Mark Cooter

Any itemsfor inclusion should be sent to:
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Congratulations to Plough & Chequers members
Anna Bove and Leigh Maxey on the recent birth of
their second daughter, Holly.

COMING SOON
TOA GAZETTENEAR YOU

In the next edition we'll bring you reports on the
Ladies European Championships, the Home Nations
Tournament and Round 2 of the National League as
well asall your usual local news and gossip.
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The cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of
Www.petanque.or

EDITORS NOTE

The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association.

! Post: The Editor, Kent Pétanque Gazette, 13 Sun Lane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ
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