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KENT MEMBERS OFF TO FLYING START IN 2005
(See page 2 for details)




LOCAL NEWS

With the new season just a matter of weeks old Kent
Pétanque Association (KPA) members have already
made their mark on the national scene.

As reported last month at the first major event of the
season the Plough & Chequers won the British heats
of the European Cup.

Members of the Plough & Chequersand GRFC also
took part in the National Grand Prix series taking the
first three places in the first event. After two events 15
KPA members currently lie in the crucial top 16
teams. (See page 5 for more details).

In the first British Titles event of the year just two
KPA members took part — Jennifer Cooter (GRFC)
and Kris Smith (Plough & Chequers). Playing with
their respective partners they both reached the fina
with Jennifer winning to complete her clean sweep of
Junior titles - Doubles, Triples and Inter Regionals.
(See page 5 for areport).

FAREWELL

Having been affiliated with the South East Region
since the late 1980’ s the Junction I nn, who are based
at Groombridge in East Sussex, have elected to join
the EPA direct as a “non-Regiona” club rather than
affiliating via the Kent Pétanque Association. The
Wheatsheaf Crowborough has also elected to take
out their membership direct with the EPA. We wish
both clubswell.

Michel Hourcastagnou (Plough
& Chequers) has agreed to take
on the vacant post of County
Youth Development Officer.
Miche brings with him a wealth
of experience that not only
includes 6 Regiona and 8
National titles but his
participation in 10 World Championships plus dozens
of other top international events.

One of the key areas that will be worked on is a
programme of Junior Training days through the
summer.

Report by Pete Chappell

Crowborough Pétanque Club held their Club
Singles championships on 20th March. After some
interesting play in the early rounds there were only a
few blanks. Gladys Tester and her son lan
progressed steadily through to the finals. Here it was a
tight game swinging from side to side until lan beat
his mum 13-11.

WINTER FINALS

Info courtesy of www.fribbens.co.uk/hcepc

Hartley Country Club Pétanque Section held the
finals of their 2004/05 winter Singles and Triples
competitions on 14th April. The results were:

Singles cup - Jim Carr beat Colin Gibbs

Singles plate - Josie Elvin beat Mags Y ates

Triples cup - Mags Yates, Irene Gibbs and Linda
Bradley beat Jeni Rush, Joyce Nash and John
Griffiths

Triples plate - Jean Olley, Anne Senneck and Geoff
Fuller beat Gill Pearson, Val Rossall and Jim Dunn

CAPTAIN CHANGE

Would Kent League teams please note that the
captain for GRFC Barbarians is now — Mark
Thorne, Tel: 01634 408363

Many of you will have noticed that your membership
cheques have not yet been cashed. This is because the
Treasurer encountered problems when trying to open
a new account in the name of the Kent Pétanque
Association. However, make the most of the extra
interest you've been earning as | understand that the
matter should be sorted out very soon.




LORDSWOOD
THURSDAY
MORNING MELEE

Lordswood P.C. will be hosting an informal
weekly Melee commencing Thursday 5
May from 11.00 to 12.30 hours.

All are welcome to attend.

Lordswood Club facilities can be used for
Lunch if desired.

For further information contact:

Mick Weston - 01634 668801 or
mickiweston@yahoo.co.ukl

Eric Hatfield - 01634 371333 or
eric.hatfield@bigfoot.com

The first ever English Championship comes to Kent
next month as the English Triples Championships
are due to be held at Lordswood on Sunday 1st
May.

As well as your chance to go own in history as the
first ever English Champions an added incentive is
that the top 8 teams will automatically qualify to
represent England in this year’'s Home Nations
Championships.

Last year only 27 teams competed in the
corresponding BPA event so your chances of playing
for your country are better than you think.

Remember teams must be in matching
tops and don’'t forget to bring your
member ship card!

Sun 1st English Triples @ Lordswood
Mon 2™ May Day Open Triples @ Hartley
Sun 8" Grand Prix 5 @ Hereford (tbc)

Sun 8" Over 50's Doubles @ Crowborough
Sat 14" British Ladies Doubles @ Loughton
Sun 15" British Ladies Triples Top 8@ Loughton*
Sun 15" Garage Shield Triples @ Seal
Sun 21%-22™ International Qualifier @ Cardiff*

Sat 28" English Singles @ Exeter
Sun 29" English Doubles @ Exeter
Sun 29" Sporties Doubles @ Crowborough
Mon 30™ English Mixed Doubles @ Exeter

Key:
Loca Open Competitions. EPA Events
BPF Events

* Entry By Qualification Only.

Note — For the above County and EPA events you
will be required to show your membership card and
be in matching tops. For BPF events you will be
required to show a licence (i.e. a membership card
with a photo bearing the official BPF stamp) and bein
matching tops (and bottoms for the Ladies Doubles,
Ladies Triples Top 8 and International Qualifier Top
16).

THORNE
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Fascia . Soffits . Guttering . Bargeboards
Double Glazing

“If it's broken let usfix it”

0800 977 5410

Fax: 01634 408363
Mobile: 07817 911 716

17.5% Discount to pétanque members
and their families

MAINTENANCE OF
WINDOWS & DOORS

Sealed Units . Window Locks . Window Handles
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors




RESULTS SERVICE

WINTER DOUBLES

Match Report by Jack Milner
Taking advantage of a ‘free’ week in the County
calendar the Maidstone & District Winter Pétanque
League hosted their “Annua Doubles’ competition
on Sunday 13th March at Tovil Working Mens
Club.

Just 14 teams took part but those that did turn out had
a very enjoyable and friendly day of boule play with
the weather being kind, dry and not too cold until later
in the afternoon.

The Cup final winners were Charlie Shrimpton (Old
Sheaf) and Peter Stone (Pilot) who beat Henry
Hughes (Pilot) and Mike Quesnel (Star) with a
score of 13 pointsto 8.

The Plate final winners were Roy Pemberton and
Paul Mazza (L ordswood) who beat Norman Brown
and Norman Garrud (Star) with a score of 13 points
to 9.

Match Summary:

Competition:  : M&DWPL Winter Doubles

Venue : Tovil Working Mens Club

Date : 13th March

Winners : Old Sheaf/Pilot
(C.Shrimpton/P.Stone)

RunnersUp : Star/Pilot (M.Quesnel/H.Hughes)

No.of Teams : 14

COUNTY TRIPLES

Y et another poor turnout of just 11 teams for a county
titles event that may well cause the playing committee
to look at whether it is worth holding these events in
future years. However what was lacking in quantity
was made up for in quality with at least 7 ex GB
players ‘trying out’ their new teams for 2005.
Remaining undefeated &l day the trio of Trevor
Gordon, Kevin Wood and Rowland Jones from the
Plough & Chequersjustifiably took the title. Making
the most of home advantage the L ordswood team of
Roy Pemberton, John Skingley and Mark Dennis
played exceptionally well outclassing many more
senior players to finish runners up. Losing semi
finalists were the George (Mark Thorne, Sheila,
Brian & Richard King) and Nigel Mansell, Martin
Fribbens and Jean-Louis Guiot from the
Cocks/Hartley. The findists qualify to represent
Kent at the EPA’s Champion of Champions event that
will be held at Kenilworth on 11" September.

Match Summary:

Competition : County Triples

Venue : Lordswood

Date : 20th March

Winners : Plough & Chequers
(T.Gordon/K .Wood/R.Jones)

RunnersUp : Lordswood

(R.Pemberton/J.Skingley/M.Dennis)
No.of Teams :11

CLARION DOUBLES

Report by Pete Chappell
Crowborough Pétanque Club opened their
competition season on 27th March with the Clarion
Doubles Trophy. Twenty teams took part on a cold
and dull day. In the early rounds only two teams failed
to win a game whilst only two teams won all their
games. In the main competition the Chestnuts (Barry
Soilleux and Elaine Jackson from the Harriers)
continued their winning streak easily through to the
finals. Gladys Reed and Michael Little from
Crowborough having won all their previous
games went out to the Friends (John and Liz Friend
from Hartley) in the first round of the main
competition who then met another Crowborough
team (Betty Dawes and Bill Reed) and struggled a bit
to make their way to the finas. After some fine
shooting and pointing from both sides the Friends
took the trophy beating the Chestnuts 13-9. The plate
final was an all Hartley affair with Ken & Barbara
Potter beating John & Margaret Reynolds 13-10.

Match Summary:

Competition : Clarion Doubles
Venue : Crowborough

Date : 27th March

Winners : Hartley (L & J Friend)

RunnersUp : Harriers (E.Jackson/B.Soilleux)
No. of Teams : 20

BRACKLESHAM BAY 2005

Report by Colin Senneck
An increase of teams to 54 and lovely spring sunshine
made this years event very enjoyable. Hartley, as
usual, had the biggest contingent with 14 and two
thirds teams (44 players) but Kent was well
represented by Seal, Beauty of Bath, Canterbury and
anew unaffiliated club from Lenham.

Saturday’s winners  were  Oxshott  (formerly
Leatherhead) who included Colin Senneck (Hartley).
They picked up the trophy and £90 prize
money. Sundays winners were from Hartley Country
Club - Eileen Fowers, Colin Gibbs and Barbara
Potter. In fact Hartley were placed in five of the first
six positions, the best performance in the 13 years that
Hartley has been attending this south coast event. The
2006 event takes place from 24th to 26th March 2006.



BRITISH GRAND
PRIX SERIES

This year's British Grand Prix series, to determine
which teams will represent Great Britain at the World
Championships, North Sea Tournament and other
representative events, got underway at Oldbury-upon-
Severn (near Bristol) on 3rd April.

Seventeen Kent members were amongst the 58 teams
that made the long trip westward. With the
registration deadline being brought forward a quarter
of an hour to 9:30 many chose to stop over night on
the Saturday in order to be fresh for the tournament.

Another change this year saw the ‘six round snake
system’ used. In my opinion this does leave a lot to
the luck of the draw but this will hopefully even itself
out over the four rounds. Each team is awarded two
points for every game that they win.
Qualification to the Internationa Qualifying
Competition (Last 16) will be on the total number of
points accumulated over three events. (If a team has
played in four Grand Prix its worst days result will be
discarded).

Anyway, back to the plot..... Kent teams enjoyed a
good start to the series with the Plough & Chequers
teams finishing the day in first, second and third
places with three teams undefeated.

The second Grand Prix took place one week later in
Cardiff with just one team winning all 6 games.
Perhaps not surprisingly it was the “home” team
containing Welshmen Paul Bond and Neil Dobbins.

However, the Kent teams maintained their challenge
with good results to stay in contention at the top of the
table.

Top 10 Standings plus other selected teams
(KPA Membersin bold):

Pos |Player 1 Player 2 Player 3 Player 4 |Wing|Diff
1 S.Bird S.Lachani P.Claydon 11 |80
2 D Lavelle N Baxter K Spillett PDennis |11 |78
3 D Murray P Murray M Baker 11 |73
M !
4 Hour castagnou R Silvvy D Chalkly B Bove 10 |ss
5 L Jamieson A Jamieson H Bavazzino 10 |78
6 M.Hilton N.Dobbins P.Bond 10 |11
7 M.Gooda M.Eversden  |P Winston 10 |70
3 C Allen L Edgard J Rousseau 10 |69
9 K.Wood T.Gordon R.Jones K Wilson |10 |54
10 |M Dow M Franks PBradshaw  |GLewis |10 [45
12 |D.Baxter P.Ward A.Newland 9 34
40  |M Tarbun K Lachani J Cooter 4 -60
58 |M Baxter H Thomas R Thomas 1 -36
61 |P-Treend L.Ciano C.Cooter 1 71

Next month we'll bring you the conclusion of the
series but if you can’t wait check out the BPF web site
at: www.britishpetanque.org
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Match info from Kevin Wood
Saturday 16th April saw the first British (BPF) titles

event of 2005 as the British Junior Doubles were held
at Luton.

An entry of 13 teams was down on last year's 22
entries but this may have had something to do with
moving the event northwards away from the hotbeds
of junior development in the South of England.

Just two KPA juniors took part. Pairing off from their
National “triples’ team Kris Smith (P&C) played
with Clare Brooks (West Midlands) and Jennifer
Cooter (GRFC) partnered Tom Hutchings (Chiltern).

A five round snake was played with the four best
teams playing semi® and final. The conditions were
very cold and bitter and there was a very poor surface
with weeds everywhere.

Both Kris & Clare and Jennifer & Tom got through
adong with teams from West Midlands and East
Midlands to the semis. Kris and Clare beating Jen and
Tom during the mornings play 13-8. Kris and Clare
won their semi against West Mids after a tough battle
13-10 while Jen and Tom beat the only team from the
mornings play to win all 5 games 13-2 in the other
semi. Jen and Tom proceeded to beat Kris and Clare
13-4 in the fina thus gaining revenge for the
mornings defeat and winning her first junior doubles
title.

The first stage of the British Ladies Triples was held
a Luton on 17th April. This was a qualifying event to
find the top 8 ladies teams in the country who would
go on to the next stage, a round robin event to be held
a Loughton on 15th May, from which the winners
would represent Great Britain at the North Sea and
European Championships.

Once again the snake system was used with al the
teams playing six games. Just five Kent Ladies took
part, al from GRFC. Fresh from her success in the
junior doubles at the same venue the previous day
Jennifer Cooter, with team mates Michelle Tarbun
and Kim Lachani from Eastern Region, cruised
through to the last eight finishing second with 5 wins.
Sadly the GRFC ladies could not repeat their runners
up spot from 2004 and were knocked out.



Plough & Cheguers (pictured on the front page)
were drawn away to the club champions of
Luxembourg in the first round of the Europa Cup.
This year's competition is the biggest ever with 15
European Nations taking part plus the current holders
- the DUC d’Nice club (France 2).

First Round Draw:

Germany Y Chech Republic
Luxembourg v Great Britain
Italy v Holland

France 2 v Finland
Denmark % France 1
Switzerland % Slovenia
Monaco Y Belgium
Sweden Y Estonia

WEe'll obviously keep you up to date of how the
Plough & Chequers get on. You can follow the
progress of the competition at: www.petanque.dk

WEB SITESUPDATED

\C,HOPF,; The British Péanque Federation
Ny P?‘% web site has undergone a facelift.
= % Check it out for yourself at:

- 2 www.britishpetanque.org

Pepas©

There is also a new web site
for the Welsh Pétanque
Association:
www.welshpetanque.co.uk

SPOT THE FACE

Pictured below is the New Zealand National Squad
from their victorious Oceania Tournament. However,
if you look closely you can spot an old South East
member. Can you spot them? If you can’t the answer
is on the back page.

- _

Picture courtesy of www.talkingboul es.co.uk

ROUND THE
REGIONS

Some snippets of news and gossip from some of the
other EPA Regions:

Northern — Northern Region have a new web site. It

contains info on their clubs, committee, fixtures,

leagues, results etc. Check it out for yourself at:
www.northernpetangue.co.uk

Great Western — Recently became the 9" of the 14
EPA Regions to have their own dedicated web site as
they have  recently launched one a
www.gwrpetanque.org.uk. The site is still under
construction but it already contains details of their
clubs, leagues etc and will shortly have details of their
local competitions on their regional calendar.

Chiltern — Are offering an incentive to their players
to represent England this year. As they are hosting the
Home Nations Tournament at Luton they are keen to
see as many of their players as possible in the England
colours. To this end they have offered to pay the entry
fee for any Chiltern Region teams playing in the
English Triples, from which the English team will
qualify.
(Source http://p.etanque.tripod.com/chiltern/)

Jersey Pétanque Association — Members of the two
afiliated EPA clubs in Jersey (Jersey PC and
Carrefour PC), along with athird club, have formed a
Jersey Pétanque Association, potentially with the idea
of branching out to a Channel Islands Association at a
later date. They are currently considering whether to
affiliate with the EPA as a separate ‘ Region’.

WHERE HAVE ALL
THE KENT CLUBS
GONE?

With over 50 clubs in the Region it's sad to report
that just TWO KPA clubs, the Plough & Chequers
and GRFC, have supported any BPF National open
events so far this year.

The 18 KPA players that have so far participated in
the Grand Prix seriesall hail from these two clubs.

Just two of our juniors, again from these clubs,
competed in the junior doubles while just 5 ladies (all
from GRFC), out of over 300 ladies in the Region,
competed in the Ladies Triples.



LEAGUE NEWS

This year's Maidstone & District Winter Pétanque
L eague presentation evening will have afamiliar look
about it. Hartley, GRFC, Lordswood and Tovil will
al be picking up winners medals for the second year
running. It will aso be the ninth Winter League title
for each of the first three of these clubs. Indeed you
have to go back to season 1994-95 for the last time
that either GRFC, Hartley or Lordswood didn’t win a
titte (and that was before GRFC and Hartley
participated).

Another lot of familiar faces will be the Old Sheaf
who, with their Division East victory, will be picking
up the clubs sixth league title. Finally, picking up their
second Plate winners medals will be White House
Lions.

The winners and runners up 2004/05:

North Division
Winners : GRFC Snowboules

Runners Up : Lordswood MCD
South Division

Winners : Hartley Countrymen
Runners Up : New Optimists

East Division

Winners : Old Sheaf A

Runners Up : Tovil Trolls

West Division

Winners : Lordswood CCP
Runners Up : Hartley Friends

Knockout Cup

Winners : Tovil Trolls
Runners Up : Old Sheaf A

Plate

Winners : WhiteHouse Lions
Runners Up : Hartley Friends

The result of the play off's from the four league
winners, to decide the overall winter league champion
of champions, has still to be announced.

Harveys Crowborough and District Pétanque
League is under new management as Mick Lucioni
steps down for a well earned rest. The League
Chairman is now Clive Flegg (Hilden Park PC)
while the new secretary is Tom Smith (Junction Inn)
who can be contacted at: tomsmith67@tiscali.co.uk

M&DWPL Cup & Plate Finals Report

Info from Jack Milner

The Maidstone & District Winter Pétanque
L eague Cup and Plate finals were held on Wednesday
16th March, a week later than scheduled due to the
sudden blizzard conditions that took hold in Northern
Kent.

Tovil Trolls had a definite home advantage for their
cup final match against Old Sheaf A as the match was
held at Tovil Working Mens Club.

After a well contested final, the Sheaf |ooked
decidedly old against a generaly much younger and
hungrier opposition.

The first two games ended at 13-12 with honours even
at half time. However, in the second half with Old
Sheaf losing an early lead in the third game, they
came a cropper to be toppled by Tovil 13-11. The last
game was wrapped up 13-4 by Tovil to give them a
well deserved 3-1 victory and the 2004/5 Cup victory.

The plate final was played at a neutral venue, The
Albion PH Boughton Monchelsea, between Hartley
Friends and White House Lions.

Thisturned out to be avery one sided match, asit was
only necessary to play 3 games! This was quite
surprising for the White House team easily took the
first half games 13-1 & 13-9. In the second half they
took the third game 13-1 — it being pointless finishing
the fourth game — to win the match and the 2004/5
Plate.

KENT LEAGUE

The 29th season of the Kent Pétanque League
coched off on 6th April with the preliminary round of
the knock-out cup. The league proper got underway
the following week.

78 teams registered for this year’s league, a net |oss of
two teams on 2004.

There was an exodus of players from the Cocks at
Horton Kirby as their three teams dropped down to
one. GRFC and Plough & Chegquers both dropped
their fourth teams while Borstal and Walnut Tree
both enter just one team this year.

The Duke of Wellington, Ryarsh had an influx of
new players and entered a second team into the
league. Other clubs on the increase were L ordswood
and Villager, who both entered six teams, while
Hartley maintain their status of the largest EPA club
in the county, if not the country, with seven squads.



SOUTH EAST OLD BOYS

Two players who learnt their trade in the South East
teamed up recently to good effect in the Nationa
Grand Prix series. Phil Bradshaw and Graham
Lewis were, arguably, two of the finest pointers the
Region produced before they moved further &field, to
Wales and Cumbria respectively. They recently
played together in the first and second Grand Prix’s
where they won five out of six games at each of the
first two eventsto currently lie in tenth place.

DID YOU SPOT THE FACE?

Another South East old boy who recently featured in
the New Zealand squad was ex-Crown player Dave
Lippard. He is pictured on page 6. He is in the
second row from the back, second from the right.

RESULTS EXTRA

Report by Annette Eggleton

22 teams turned out to enjoy the spring sunshine, the
bacon rolls - oh, and yes, the boule! A far better turn
out than last year® eight sides, for which | think the
weather must take much of the credit. Home
advantage was not as much in evidence as we would
have liked with only 2 of the 5 home sides making it
into the main knockout stages and neither of those
getting past the first round. Home pride was salvaged
to some degree in the plate with George RT (Ruth &
Trevor Glenn) triumphing in the final 13-2. Visitors
to the region put up a strong show with two of the 4
semi-final places, The Sully® (M & B Sullivan) and
The Blessed (Rashid & Daniel), the others being the
more local Medway Boys (Mark Thorne & Charlie
Shrimpton) and P&C (Tracy Turner and Kevin
Spillett). A very pleasing crowd remained to watch
the fina between the Sully® and P&C and were
rewarded with a very entertaining match which ended
with P&C emerging victorious 13-10. The George
P.C. was delighted to make a donation of £30 to the
Junior Fund out of the proceeds of the day.

Match Summary:

Competition : George Open Doubles
Venue : The George

Date : 17th April

Winners : Plough & Chequers

(T.Turner/K.Spillett)
RunnersUp : Croydon (M & B Sullivan)
No.of Teams : 22

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS

of the Perfect Boule Player
(according to the Belgians)
1/ If you want your sport to be taken serioudly, treat it
seriously yourself.
2/ Behave correctly on the piste.
3/ Respect the schedule.
4/ Respect the officials and the decisions of the
umpires.
5/ Supervise your language.
6/ Supervise your behaviour.
7/ Obey your team captain.
8/ Control your joy when you win.
9/ Control your disappointment when you lose.
10/ Be sure that you win the most beautiful of
victories if your adversary of today becomes your
friend of tomorrow.
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Most of the cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of

www.petanque.org
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Press Spotter — Ken Comber (Veterans)
In response to aletter in the Daily Mail asking “which
sport has the largest number of participants at one
event” Brian Stote of Coventry Pétangue Club replied
that the largest organised team game in Europe is
found in the sport of pétanque. The open tournament
Le Marseillaise, which is held in France every July,
atractsin excess of 12,500 players.

EDITORS NOTE

The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association.

The Kent Pétanque Gazette is edited by: Mark Cooter

Any itemsfor inclusion should be sent to:

!. Post: The Editor, Kent Pétanque Gazette, 13 Sun L ane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ
C 2 ! . 0
Tel : 01474354310 % Fax : 01474 832437 = E-mail : m.cooter @btinternet.com




