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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS




LOCAL NEWS

Members from Hartley Country Club will be
travelling en-masse once again this year to their
traditional season opener at Bracklesham Bay. 44
members have signed up for the trip.

| just thought that you might be interested to know
that Jack Milner had a heart attack on Saturday 11th
December. He was discharged from hospital and spent
Christmas at home. However he was readmitted on
29th December after suffering an angina attack. He is
now undergoing tests but is under instructions to take
it easy.

Info from Jack & Maureen Milner

One of the oldest and largest events in the national
cdendar and the traditional season opener at
Towerlands in Braintree is not on this year. The
venue is under new ownership and there are problems
with the increased rental of the venue that mean the
event cannot be held without incurring a large
financial loss.

Info provider -http://p.etangue.tripod.com/chiltern/

We extend our  warmest

congratulations to GRFC’s Paul

Clear (AKA Stretch) as girlfriend N
Bev has accepted his proposal of \“"/&
marriage. It just goes to prove that

wise old saying: “You can't go through life being
happy, you have to get married sometime.” Serioudly

though we wish them both the very best and look
forward to the pitter, patter of tiny boule players.

MEMBERSHIP FIGURES

Once again the South East surpassed the 1,000
member mark (just). Membership figures reported at
the AGM identified that we had 948 adult and 53
junior members (making 1,001) from 56 clubs.
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It seems the new Gazette isn't to one person’s taste as
the following correspondence would indicate.
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Ed - The first issue of the Gazette was, in fact, a
smaller file size than seven of the last eight South East
Bouletin’s produced so | was surprised to receive the
above mail.

It is planned for 2005 to post a copy of the Gazette
on the new Kent Pétanque web site when it’s up and
running. Thiswill probably bein Adobe (PDF) format
which should eliminate those print problems that
some of you experience.

In the meantime | only ask that one member per club
receives the newsletter via e-mail. | do endeavour to
keep the size of the document down but ideally this
person should have access to Broadband for speed of
downloading. Hopefully at least one member per club
will have access to Broadband.

Access to a colour printer is also not essential but it
would be preferable as the newdetter is produced in
colour. If thisis a problem you could always set your
printer to black and white. It is only necessary to print
off one copy to pass around your members or put on
your club notice board.

If other members of your club would like to receive
the newdetter direct to their pc then get them to e
mail me at the address on the back page.

EPAWEB S TE

The new web site for the English Pétanque
Association has been created. It is ill under
development but why not bookmark it now for future
reference: www.englishpetangue.org.uk




So you think you know the rules do you?

We continue our mini-series of disputes over the rules
that actually occurred during league matches last
season.

“We have been told that you must always move the
circle so that a 10m jack can be thrown even if your
team does not require this distance i.e. if you only
want to play at say 8m. The other team can force you
to move back the full distance.”

“Incorrect. |f you can throw to the distance your team
wishes to then that's OK and there is no need or
reguirement to move the circle.”

Mike Pegg (International Umpire)

SPLIT REGIONS

Contrary to my article in the last Gazette it has been
pointed out to me (thanks, Fred) that the last Region
to split in two was in fact the East Midlands Region.
In 1998 clubs in the northern part of the Region
created the new Northern Region.

Like the Chiltern/Thames Valley split before them
both Regions went from strength to strength under
more localised management and have seen new clubs
formed and increased membership since.

INTERNATIONAL
QUALIFICATION 2005

The system of qualifying for Great Britain at the
World Championship and North Sea Tournaments
will be dightly different thisyear.

Five Grand Prix will be held - 3 in England, 1 in
Wales and 1 in Scotland (with the Scottish event
being held on the same date as one of the English
events). The system will be a 6 round snake system
with 2 points awarded for each game won. A team’'s
best three results in the series will count and the top
16 teams after the five grand prix will play off to
decide the final positions. The top team will represent
Great Britain at the World Championships with the
top three teams at the North Sea Tournament.

The Junior representatives for the Junior World
Championships and the North Sea Tournament will be
as per thisyear, i.e. via selection.

The Ladies representatives for the Ladies European
Championships and North Sea Tournament will be the
winners of the Ladies competition. Thiswill consist of
a single grand prix played as a 6 round snake system.
The top 8 teams will then go forward to a play off to
decide the top team. The winners of the British Ladies
Doubles competition will represent Britain at Blangy.
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They obviously breed them tough north of the border
as our colleagues in Scotland organised a Pétanque
“Come and Try” event on New Year's Day. The event
was organised by the Inverleith Pétanque Club as part
of Edinburgh’s official Hogmanay celebrations. It was
followed by the aptly named “New Year Chuck Up”
at the Birds & Bees Club, Stirling on January 2™.
News courtesy of www.scottishpetanque.org

That well known icon of
'f’v""";': S French Pétanque, Marco
“ : Foyot, has reportedly made

G. a CD entitled “Pétanque
13

Party”. It includes such

classic well known hits as;
Cool Ma Boule, Cest La
Fanny, Tius Maboules,
Carreau Sur Mon Coeur, Dolce Pétanque, Treize
A Zero, Cest La Pétanque, Pétanque Au Feminin,
Péanque Et Provencal and more.

For a sample including a video clip visit The Fanny
Pro at: http://didaclick.free.fr/fanny/cdmultim.htm




FRANCE ARE EURO
CHAMPSAGAIN

ey, France are the proud winners of the
f‘ 772 Euo Cup for the fourth year
3 running. However, this year it was
the turn of the D.U.C. Nice club as
the Nicollin club, champions for the

é last 3 years, handed a walk-over to

their opponents earlier in the competition.
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In a change of format the four ‘semi-finalists met up
a the same venue in Rasatt, Germany over the
weekend of 11th-12th December for a play-off. Along
with the French club champions the other contenders
were PASA Auderghem St. Anne (Belgium), SV Odin
(Germany) and Bocciofila Valle Maira (Italy).

The first two rounds of the barrage on the Saturday
saw France go straight through to the final with two 7
nil wins over Belgium and Italy respectively. On the
Sunday Belgium overcame ltaly 4-3 in the play off
game to meet France again in the final .

A better performance by the Belgium's saw a tighter
match than their first encounter on the Saturday but
France' s vastly experienced squad ran out winners 4-3
to take the title.

Pictured left — Euro
Cup Champions Nice.

Philippe Quintais and
team-mates look
delighted with their
achievement.

Picture courtesy of
www.planetboule.de
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Some 200 spectators watched over the whole
weekend which is not surprising as the event featured
some of the best playersin the World:

Playing for Nice were Philippe Quintais (12 x World
Champion), Philippe Suchaud (5 x World Champion),
Khaled Lakhal (1997 World Champion) etc. The
Belgium side included Jean-Francois Hemon (World
Champion 2000 and Runner-Up 2004) while the
Italian and German teams both contained players with
World Championship experience.

For the full results see planetboule.de

Historical Note - GRFC were trend setters in the
European Cup competition and were Britain's first
representatives back in 1997-8 when it started. They
reached the semi-finals that year (still Britain's best
achievement). The Plough & Chequers followed suit
and have represented Britain twice in 1999 and 2003,
going out in the quarter fina and last 16. This year's
British representatives, Victorians, went out at the last
16 stage.

Official FIPJP figures for the year ending 31st
December 2003 show that the game has grown
in popularity around the World.

The official membership figure stood at 585,870
members from 61 Nations, an increase of nearly
11,600 members on the previous year. However,
membership in France continued to fall (down
10,500 members) to ‘just' 409,437. This means
that approximately 22,000 members took up the
game elsewhere around the World in 2003.

Great Britain remained the thirteenth largest of
the 61 national associations with around 3,000
members.

THORNE & SON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Fascia. Soffits. Guttering . Bargeboards
Double Glazing

“If it'sbroken let usfix it”

THORNE & SON
GET THE JOB DONE!

01634 408363
07817 911 716

17.5% Discount to pétangue members
and their families

MAINTENANCE OF
WINDOWS & DOORS

Sealed Units. Window Locks . Window Handles
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors
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British, English and I nternational Events Calendar 2005

Date Event Venue
Mar Siin 12 | Furonean Cun for Cliths Qualifier \Whittlesev_Peterharniinh
Anr| Siin 2 Rritich (rand Driv 1 Nldhiirv iinan Qavarn
Siin 1N Rritich (2rand Driv 2 Cardiff Varht Clith Cardiff
Qat 1A/ Rritich Titninr Nnithlac I nitnn
Siin 17 Rritich | adiac Trinlac (rand Driv I nitnn
Qat 22 Rritich Titninr Trinlac Riirvy Qt Edmiindec
<iin 2/ Rritich (2rand Driv 2 and /A Riirvy Qt EdAmiindec and Qrntland
Qat 2N Rritich Tiininr Qrniad Nav I nrdewinad D ™ Chatham
N o] Ciin 1
Ciin Q Rritich Mrand Driv B Harafard (tn ha ~anfirmad)
Cat 11 Rritich | adiac Nnithlac IRlan~vy Nualifiar) Rritannia D ™ | niinhtan
Ciin 1R Rritich | adiac Trinlac Intarnatinnal Nunalifiar (TAn Q) Rritannia D | niinhtan
Qat_Qiin 21129 Intarnatinnal Nuialifiar (TAn 1R\ Cardiff Varht Clith Cardiff
Qat 2Q
Siin 20
NMnAn 2N
Tiin Cat_Qiin AR Nnrth Qaa Qranad \Waalkand Cardiff Varht Clith Cardiff
<iin =
Ciin 12
Ciin 10
Cri_Qiin 17/1Q Rlanm/ Intarnatinnal S amnatitinn Rlanm/ Eranrca
Thii_Qiin 22124/ Intarnatinnal Nlarth Qaa DAtanniia Talirnamant Cardiff Varht Clith Cardiff
Ciin 2R/
Tl Ciin 2 Cniindare Ciin hiltarn
Siin in
<iin 17
Cri_Qiin 27212/ Tiininr \Warld Chamninnchin Mnntraal Canada
<iin 2N
<iin 21
Ain Anin &/7 | adioe Fiirnnaan Chamninnchin Nanmarl
Qat_Qiin 12/11 HAma Nlatinne 1 1tnn D ' Qtanclav | iitnn
Ciin 21
Ciin 2Q
Con Qat 2 Ratavia DAtanniia Intarnatinnal Camnatitinn I ahictad HallanAd
Ciin A
Siin 11
Siin 11 Chamninn nf Chamninne K anihnnrth
Cat_Qiin 17/1Q Intar_Raninnal Chamninnchin Dnntine Rraan Qandc
\Aad_Qiin 21/28 Caninr \Mnarld Chamninnchine Ralninim
Nl Qat ne Anninial Canaracce Maatinan RDE Cardiff Varht Clith Cardiff
Qat_Qiin 10/2N Tliininr \Waaol.and nf Eveallanra \A/hittlacav Datarharnininh

Closed Events (entry via either qualification or selection)




STRANGE
PHENOMENUM!

A peculiar phenomenon occurs in the South East
during the autumn and winter months. People start
picking up their boule and going out to pétanque
tournaments on Sundays.

Attendances at Sunday events in the Region went up
to an average 21 teams per event from October
through to December. This compared to an average of
just 14 teams per event in the preceding 3 months.

Over the whole of 2004 the average attendance a a
competition in the South East was nearly 18 teams per
event. This was one team more per event than in 2003
and bucked the trend which has seen attendances fall
for the last 3 years. While till better than the average,
attendances at Regional events fell dightly to just
under 21 teams per event last year.

25+
20+

Average 15
Teams per
Event 10+

54

0,4
1997 1999 2001 2003

o All Events Year

| Regional Events

The BBC's Ground Force team (Charley Dimmock,
Tommy Walsh etc.) visited Kent when they worked
on a garden for the Greatstone Scouts Group at New
Romney in a recent edition of their show that
appeared on our screens on 6" January. The garden
actually incorporated a pétanque piste. To be honest it
looked more like a short gravel path than a piste and
we never actually got to see anyone playing on it but
at least the sport got a mention. This potentia
breading ground of new champions could be one to
follow up on by our Regional Coach or Youth
Development Officer, perhaps?

The Kent Pétanque Gazette is edited by: Mark Cooter

Any itemsfor inclusion should be sent to:

EDITORS NOTE

The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association.
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Most of the cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of
www.petanque.org

Tom Waldron of Crowborough Pétanque Club
took exception to our “Focus on East Sussex” article
in the last edition claiming it should have been
entitled “ Attack on Crowborough”. Tom also thought
that the article was from an unknown contributor.

To clarify al of the articles in the Gazette come from
my own fair hand, unless accredited otherwise. Where
| receive articles, reports etc | will always credit the
person responsible. Likewise articles “borrowed”
from web sites will also be suitably endorsed as to the
source of the information. Therefore, by default, if it
doesn’'t have acredit then ‘I did it’.
Mark Cooter
Editor

!_. Post: The Editor, Kent Pétanque Gazette, 13 Sun Lane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ
i 1l . g
Tel : 01474 354310 %" Fax : 01474 832437 = E-mail : m.cooter @btinternet.com




