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Welcome to the first edition of the Kent
Pétanque Gazette brought to you by the
publishers of the South East Bouletin. We have a
new name and new look for the start of an
exciting new era for the sport of pétanque.

Although we have a new look we’ll continue to
bring you your favourite articles, like our match
reports, local and national news, the naughty
antics of Sacrés Boules etc., along with some
new ideas.

The newsletter is best viewed in colour so our
aim for 2005 is to e-mail copies to every club
rather than posting black and white photocopies
out. Plus it saves money and time. It is not
unreasonable to assume that in 2005 every club
will have at least one member with access to e-
mail and a colour printer so that they can print off
copies locally for their members.

Anyway, back to the plot......

At the annual general meeting of the South East
Region, held at Gravesend Rugby Club on 18"
November, it was unanimously agreed that the South
East Region would be dissolved from 28" February
2005 and that al the funds and assets of the region
would be transferred to the newly formed Kent
Pétanque Association, or other such successor
bodies.

The meeting was immediately followed by the
Inaugural Meeting of the Kent Pétanque Association.

The draft constitution was adopted in it’s entirety with
one minor amendment — section 1.2 amended to read:
“The scope of the Association shall be Kent” instead
of “....the County of Kent.”

MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

The new Management Committee for the Kent
Pétanque Association was elected at the Inaugural
Meeting as follows (clubsin brackets):

Chairman : Martin Eggleton
(George)

Treasurer - Ron Y ates (Hartley)

Secretary : Ken Buchan (Villager)

Playing Officer : Dave Chalkly (P & C)

Sports Development : Vacant

Press Relations : Jack Milner (Old Sheaf)
M embership Secretary : Annette Eggleton
(George)
L eague Representative : John Middleton (Tovil)
Committee Members  : David Baxter (GRFC)
. Peter Newens (Redstart)
: Andy Mills (Crown)
: Mark Cooter (GRFC)
.+ 2 vacancies

All of the above were elected unopposed.

Suitable candidates for the appointed posts of
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, COACH
and UM PIRE will be appointed by the Management
Committee. Anyone who wishes to be considered for
any of these posts should contact the President or
Secretary as soon as possible.

Membership fees for KPA members were set for
2005-06 asfollows:

Adults : £15
Juniors : £3 (under 18 on 31% December 2005)
Clubs : £30

The above sees a reduction in membership fees to all
our adult members (down from £18 this year) with
more money being retained locally for the benefit of
our members. The membership fees are made up as
follows:

Adults—

£2.50 to the British Pétanque Federation
£7.50 to the English Pétanque Association
£5.00 to the Kent Pétanque Association

Juniors—

£2.50 to the British Pétanque Federation
£0.50 to the English Péanque Association
£0.00 to the Kent Pétanque Association



CLUB NEWS

After just one Kent League season at the Golden
Lion the players have relocated to the Cock Inn at
Luddesdowne to play in the Maidstone Winter
League following an alleged dispute with the
landlady. However, the move doesn't look to have
done them any harm — having previously finished
bottom of the Kent League when the final tables were
announced in September they were as high as third in
Division North of the Winter League when the first
tables came out in November.

Report by Martin Fribbens
(Www.btinternet.com/~martyn.fribbens/hccpc/)

On 25 November Jean-Louis Guiot entertained
members of Hartley Pétanque Club with a video of
the World Championships in Grenoble from earlier
this year. With commentary from Colin Senneck, the
evening saw some wonderful exhibitions of Gallic
skill (and some excellent pétanque on TV as well).
After a buffet sufficient for the whole pétanque
section (and next of kin) our token Frenchman proved
how incredibly superior he and his fellow Grenouilles
are by running a pétanque quiz which was won by
Colin  Senneck (17 points), thus proving the
expenditure on those World Championship tickets
was worthwhile (or that he is good a copying Ron®
answers). Pat Allen proved that blondes have a place
in pétangue too by coming last (2 points).
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The Plough & Chequers will be hoping to play their
winter melee competition undercover this winter as
plans have been agreed to provide a ‘temporary’
cover over three of the pistes.
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So you think you know the rules do you?

The following is the first in a series of actua disputes
over the rules during Kent League matches last
season. They have been brought to our attention by
Pete Newens (Redstart P.C.).

“We have been told that you only have to draw a
circle around the jack when playing on an open
terrain and it does not matter on marked terrain
where you place the circle.”

Mike Pegg (International Umpire) Replies:
“Incorrect. Article 7 - At the following end, thejack is
thrown from a circle drawn around the point where it
finished at the previous end, except in the following
Cases.
The circle would be less than 1m from an
obstacle or the boundary of the playing area.
The throwing of the jack could not be made
to al regulation distances.

In the first case the player will draw the circle in the
nearest valid position from the obstacle or the
boundary.

In the second case, the player may step back, in line
with the previous end’s line of play, until he or sheis
able to throw the jack any valid distance up to the
maximum distance alowed, and not beyond. This
may only be done if the jack cannot be thrown in any
other direction to the maximum distance.”




MATCH-REPORTS

Competition : Remembrance Day Doubles
Venue : Tovil Working Men®Club
Date : Sunday 14th November
Winners : Plough & Chequers
(G.Jarrett /D.Chalkly)
Runners Up : Plough & Chequersg/L ordswood
(D.Hurren/M .Horrigan)
Entrants : 22 teams

Match Report by Denise Williams

A surprising 22 teams turned up for the Remembrance
Day Doubles Comp. Our biggest turn out in recent
years. The day was a cold, crisp, but beautifully sunny
day for November. The main cup fina was won by
George Jarrett and Dave Chalkly (Plough and
Chequers) beating Dave Hurren and Matthew
Horrigan (Plough & Chequers/Lordswood) 13-6.
The Plate final was won by Kev & Row (Kevin
Spillett and Rowland Jonesof the Plough and
Chequers) beating Little and Large- Charlie
Shrimpton and Steve Golder (Walnut Tree/Old
Sheaf) 13-0. The winners of the main competition
shared a prize of £80 plus a bottle of wine each and
the runners up shared £40 plus a bottle of wine each.
Cash and wine prizeswere aso given to the losing
semi finalists. The Plate winners and runners up aso
won a cash prize and a bottle of wine each. In
addition a donation of £40 was given to the British
Legion Poppy Appeal Fund and £30 to the Junior
Fund.

Competition : Dolores Rodriguez Memoria
Venue : Crowborough Club

Date : Sunday 21st November 2004
Winners : Croydon

Runners Up : Crowborough (B.Dawes/'W.Reed)
Entrants : 22 teams

Match Report by Pete Chappell

Fourteen teams took part in the Dolores Rodriguez
charity doubles match. Thiswas the last Crowborough
PC competition of the 2004 season and some £80 was
raised for our Charity of the year. Whilst no one team
swept the board in the league rounds there were some
hard fought games. In the main competition Croydon
met Handcross. After some very fine shooting from
both sides Croydon had a narrow victory and
progressed to the final to meet the Crowborough
Team of Betty Dawes and Bill Reed. After a short
game Croydon were the winners 13-6. In the platea
second team from Handcross met John & Molly
Brooker from Crowborough. Handcross took the
match 13-3

Competition : Winter Mixed Doubles

Venue : Hartley Country Club

Date : Sunday 28th November 2004
Winners : Hartley (M & R Yates)

Runners Up : Hartley/Croydon (P.Allen/Rashid)
Entrants : 19 teams

Match Report by Colin Senneck

HCC Winter Mixed Doubles attracted 19 teams on
Sunday 28th November 2004. Luckily the rain held
off and on a cool dry day Hartley teams dominated
with Ron & Mags Y ates defeating a Hartley/Croydon
duo (Rashid and Pat Allen) 13-5 in the final to carry
off the £70 winners cheque. Losing semi finalist were
al from Hartley, the Rush Abouts (Alan Rush and
Gill Pearson) and George and the Dragon (Colin
Senneck and Jean Olley). The plate was also an all
Hartley affair with Mick & Joyce Nash beating Ken
Flowerday and Chris Lizius. Well if none else turns
up what do you expect. Prize fund was £170.

Competition : Christmas Hamper Doubles
Venue : Plough & Chequers
Date : Sunday 5th December 2004
Winners : GRFC (N.Baxter/P.Dennis)
Runners Up : Plough & Chequers

: (M.Hourcastagnou/M .Baker)
Entrants : 28 teams

Match Report info from Jack Milner

Twenty-eight teams turned out on a dull and cold day
for the last event in the South East Calendar of 2004.
The main hamper prize was won by Nic Baxter of
GRFC and his partner Pat Dennis from Eastern
Region. They defeated home pairing of Michel
Hourcastagnou and Martin Baker in the final. The
other winners on the day were: Plate Winners- M att
Shrimpton and Greg Davenport (Walnut Tree/
Plough & Chequers). Consolage Winners- Kris
Smith and John Saguato (P& C).

WHITTLESEY

GRFC’s Nic Baxter continued his winning ways at
the Whittlesey indoor boulodrome. Having won the
indoor grand prix series |last year he again got off to a
winning start this year winning the first grand prix
with new team mates Pat Dennis (Eastern Region) and
Lee Edgar (Northern Region). They beat Nic's ex-
team mate Simon Bird and his team 13-12 in the final
to take the top cash prize and maximum points.

Ancther full entry for the Mixed Doubles event on
28th November saw Kath Brookes and Philippe
Roche from the West Midlands run out as winners.



The experienced quartet of Bruno Rocher, Bruno
Leboursicaud, Julien Lamour and Damien Hureau
were crowned as French Masters Champions when
they defeated the LEDANTEC team 13-2 in the 2004
masters final

4 ™ CHAMPAONNAT D MONDE DE PEANQUE
3 1 PETANQUE WORLD CHAMPLONSHIP
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There is aready a new web site dedicated to the 41st
World Championships that are due to be held in
Brussels, Belgium between 21st-25th September
2005. The site is mostly in French but the programme
is in English and hopefully more will follow as the
site develops. Check it out for yourself at:

http://www.brussel s-petanque2005.be

LIGHTNING TOUR
OF OZ

GB and International Umpire Mike Pegg is currently
undertaking a month’s tour of Australia giving
umpiring courses. Courses are being held in New
South Wales, Southern Australia, Victoria and
Western Australia

SINGAPORE
INTERNATIONAL PETANQUE
TOURNAMENT

20 teams from 8 countries participated in the
Singapore International Pétanque Tournament
that was held in September.

With just three teams in the event it was almost a
clean sweep for Thailand as their teams finished
in first, second and fourth places.

Overall Result

1st Port Authority (Thailand)
2nd Thailand 1

3rd Laos

4th Thailand 2

5th Cambodia

6th Singapore 1

7th Malaysia

8th Australia 1

Cambodia also won the Nations Cup

Info from www.petanqueaustralia.or

NATIONAL
RECOGNITION

Dan Murphy, President of the British Pétanque
Federation (BPF) has received confirmation from UK
Sport that the BPF is now recognised as the sport®
governing body in the UK and as successor to the
BPA.

The respective Home Country Associations can now
seek recognition in their own right by approaching
their Home Country Sports Councils.

The sport continues to grow in

popularity amongst  Eastern

Europeans. The nation of Ukraine

has become the latest former

Soviet block state to take up the sport. Although not
yet affiliated to the FIPJP that have formed their own
Association and have set up a web ste
(www.petanque.org.ua). However, |  wouldn't
recommend a visit unless your Russian scripture’s up
to scratch.




E0CLS

The move to reform the old South East Region on
county boundaries has been on the cards for severa
years now. With over one third of al BPA members
based in the South East we were not well represented
on Council with just one representative, while the
other two thirds were represented by 14 other
Regional Presidents.

We were also not well represented at competitions
like Brean Sands either where the size of the Region
meant that approximately just 1 in 30 of our members
could sample this superb weekend of boule compared
to nearly every other BPA member in the country.

We have also had very little successin obtaining local
sponsorship from companies, such as the Kent based
Shepherd & Neame brewery, and local councils who
have difficulty associating with a“Region”.

Consequently the Regional Committee thought it was
in the best interest of the sport in both counties to
reform along county boundaries.

Over the coming months the new Management
Committee of the Kent Pétanque Association (KPA)
will give members and clubs in East Sussex every
assistance possible in helping to form their own
County Association. In the meantime East Sussex
clubs will continue to come under the auspices of
the KPA).

ADVANTAGES

Some of the advantages of forming your own County
Association are:

Self Government — The game can be administered
locally meaning that the local member’s interests are
addressed and more local effort can be focused on
promoting and devel oping the sport.

Self Financing — The organisational changes made
this year mean that County Associations are free to set
their own precept. Other Associations have opted to
charge their members from £1 per adult up to £10 per
adult (on top of the £10 BPF/EPA fee). Thismoney is
retained locally to develop the sport in any way you
see fit. Kent has aso pledged that the South East
funds would be split proportionately.

Less Traveling - Instead of people having to travel
from say Brighton and Hastings to North Kent to
compete in Regional events the furthest they will have
to travel would be Crowborough, for instance.

TUSSEX

Growth — The scope for growth in East Sussex is
huge. Currently only a handful of BPA members play
in the 1066 league. The 2 BPA clubs further west,
Cuckmere Valley and Brighton & Hove, have over
100 non BPA members between them alone. No clubs
exist in the coastal towns of Eastbourne, Bexhill and
Newhaven — Mecca®for retired people who form one
of the largest target groups for growth.

MYTHS:

“It will affect turnouts for our Open competitions’.
Not true. The change will not stop players from Kent
competing in East Sussex and vice-versa. Apart from
the closed ‘Regiona’ events by far the most
competitions are Open and there will be no
restrictions on people crossing County boundaries.
Crowborough's competitions currently regularly
atract members from Kent, West Sussex, Surrey,
Suffolk and the Isle of Wight for instance. This won't
change.

“It would affect the Kent clubs that play in the
Crowborough & District League”. Not true. It is only
the league’s own rules that could prohibit teams from
outside the county participating.

“With just 8 clubs and 125 members we're not big
enough to form a separate Region”. Not true. Most
Regions have been formed with less clubs and
members than this. The South East for instance started
life with just 5 clubs. Based on this year's
membership figures East Sussex would be the seventh
largest of the Regions, bigger than Cornwall, London,
Devon, Great Western, Anglia, Wales, Northern, Isle
of Wight and Eastern Regions, as our table below
illustrates:

Region No. Clubs No. Members
Kent 46 834
Southern 27 447
Chiltern 32 300
ThamesValey 11 172
West Midlands 6 153
East Midlands 31 149
East Sussex 8 125
Eastern 11 119
Isle of Wight 3 117
Northern 11 110
Wales 10 103
Anglian 9 93
Great Western 6 63
Devon 6 60
London 2 59
Cornwall 2 30



SO WHAT’SREQUIRED?

Just a few willing individuals to act as the committee
are al that is initialy required to form a County
Association.

In theory the committee can function just like a club
with the minimum Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.
However, the more individuals that volunteer then the
easier the work load.

Ideally the additional posts of Membership Secretary,
Competition Organiser, Publicity/Promotions Officer,
Youth Development Officer, Coach and Umpire
would be covered by separate individuals. Without
naming names there are aready many individuas who
are experienced and more than capable of carrying out
these rolesin the County.

HISTORY:

Boundary changes are not new to members in the
South East of England. The original BPA Region of
London and the South East comprised of London,
Kent, Surrey, East Sussex and West Sussex. In 1977
the South East broke away from London to form its
own Region. The mid 80's saw Surrey and West
Sussex join the Southern Region. Clubs in South East
London joined the Region in the late 80's until the
London Region was reformed in 1993. Since then
Kent has dominated Regional proceedings with play
in East Sussex mainly being focused around its two
successful leagues.

East Sussex has been poorly represented by the South
East Region in the past. To my knowledge just two
Regional Officers were appointed from East Sussex in
the last 28 years (and neither of them actually made it
to a Regional Meeting) and just a handful of players
have represented the Region.

The most recent example of a Region splitting was
when Thames Valley split away from Chiltern in the
late 90’s. They are now the third and fourth biggest
Regions.
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The Harriers at their last competition (Remembrance
Day Doubles) as well as making a large donation to
the British Legion also donated £30 to our Junior
Fund. Thisis much appreciated and my thanks for this
have been sent to Harriers.

Noting the observation in the November Bouletin, re
those who have not yet donated who still have the old
Regional shirts, has fallen on stony ground! Come on
folks —areminder that Christmasis the giving period.

THORNE & SON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Fascia . Soffits. Guttering . Bargeboards
Double Glazing

“If it’s broken let usfix it”

THORNE & SON
GET THE JOB DONE!

01634 408363
07817911 716

17.5% Discount to pétanque members
and their families

MAINTENANCE OF
WINDOWS & DOORS

Sealed Units . Window Locks . Window Handles
Door Locks . Door Handles . Solar Film . Security Film
Gaskets . Sealant Hinges . Door Closers . Restrictors

LEAGUE FOCUS

Maidstone & District
Winter Pétanque League

The Maidstone & District Winter Pétanque
Leagueisfast approaching the half way mark. (Where
doesthetime go?)

Hartley Countrymen have a six game lead at the top
of the South Division. Pickled Walnuts could close
that to just 2 gamesif they win their 4 gamesin hand.

In the East Division Tovil Trolls have opened up a5
game lead, although second placed Old Sheaf A do
have amatch in hand.

Lordswood CCP have a three game lead ahead of
Beauty of Bath in Division West but this can be cut
to just one game if third placed Hartley Friends win
their match in hand 4-0.

The North Division remains the tightest with just 8
games separating top placed Lordswood MCD from
bottom placed Sherwood Oak.

You can keep up to date with the latest league tables
at: http://www.mdwpl.co.uk/home/




FINISHING
ON A HIGH

After 27 years the South East Region finished
on a high. As a Region we were 100% victorious
in all the competitions we competed in during
2004. Three more National titles were won by our
members while it was left to our junior members
to fly the flag for the Region at International level
as a summary of achievements for the year,
below, will confirm:

Regional Squad:

Inter-Regional Championship — Winners
Inter-Regional Junior Championship — Winners
Pontins Challenge Shield - Winners
Nord Maritime match — Winners

British Title Holders:

Ladies Doubles : Diz Murray (P&C)

Juniors Doubles: Greg Davenport (P&C) and
Luke Fribbens (Hartley)

Juniors Triples : Luke Fribbens (Hartley),
Jennifer Cooter (GRFC),
Greg Davenport and
Kris Smith (both P&C).

International Representatives:

North Sea : Greg Davenport,
Luke Fribbens
and Jennifer Cooter.

Home Nations : Kris Smith

European Junior: Greg Davenport and
Championships : Luke Fribbens

Ladies World
Championships : Jennifer Cooter

Heads of Delegation:
European Juniors : Dave Lavelle (P&C)
World Championships : David Baxter (GRFC)

(Ed - Apologies if I've inadvertently missed off
anyone’s achievements).

The Kent Pétanque Gazette is edited by: Mark Cooter

Any itemsfor inclusion should be sent to:

EDITORS NOTE

The views expressed in the KENT PETANQUE
GAZETTE are those of the editor and contributors
only. They do not, necessarily, reflect the views of the
British Pétanque Federation, the English Pétanque
Association or the Kent Pétanque Association.
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Most of the cartoons in Sacrés Boules are brought to you courtesy of
www.petanque.org

This year's Taylor Achievement Award, presented at
the discretion of the Regional President, was awarded
to Jill & Chris Street, publicans of the Plough &
Chequers P.H. They were presented with the award
by Regiona President Martin Eggleton on Sunday
5" December at the Plough & Chequers prior to the
Christmas Hamper Doubles Competition. This was in
appreciation of their services to pétanque over severa
years. The presentation ceremony was watched by all
the players, who &l applauded the pair. Chris gave a
very short ‘thank you' speech.

New Combined Web Site

The management committee are looking at
create a new combined web site for the Kent
Pétanque Association and the Kent League. It is
intended to use the current Kent League web
domain - www.kentpetangue.org

The Editor, Kent Pétanque Gazette, 13 Sun Lane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ
Tel : 01474 354310 Fax : 01474 832437 E-mail : m.cooter @btinter net.com




